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NO DOUBT THIS LIFE IS AN EXAMINATION
WHICH NEEDS YOUR FULL CONSIDERATION
AS TO WHAT YOU WILL TAKE TO
YOUR FINAL DESTINATION
ONLY TRUE BELIEF AND GOOD DEEDS ARE
YOUR WAY TOSALVATION

(Muhammad Sheljif
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About the word Lord

The word lord in English has several relat
meaning. The ori ginal meani ng
in this sense it is ofte
l ord of t hdorddaandS coon 6( ionr
Kingdom, for example). The woidord with a capital L is
used in the lexiconfdslam © refer to the One and On
God Allah. In Islam, there is no ambiguity about 1
meaning of this word. While it is true that one n
occasionally use the word lord (whether capitalized or
to refer to a human being, in Islamic discourse
reference of this term is always clear from the cont
Whereas for Christians, Hindus and other polytheists
word Lord with a capital L may refer to Allah, to Jesus
to some imagined deity, for Muslims, there can be
plurality of meaning. Allah alee is the Lord, and the Lo
is Allah - not Jesus, not Rama, rastyother being.

The Editor
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Preface

The wise man or woman knows that he/she is in
existence for a purpose and a final destination, whether
he/she knows that destination or natso, the wse man
or woman knows that if/lese does not know where he|or
she is going then he or she will never arrive.

x In this little book light is focused on:

x  Why human beings were created

x  What is their final destination?

x How to reach Omtwd el ydo t o
I would like to thank those respected scholars who

gave me the chance to learn and gumttensivelyfrom

their books, especially Dr. Jamal Badawi, Dr. Bijlal

Philips, Dr. Ahmed Deedat, Dr. Naji Arfaj ari8rother

Muhammad bin Abdullah Caraballo. My mall

contribution is mainly a compilation gbassages fror
their wonderful works.

=

With this short preface | leave you with the book.
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Introduction

Each person isborn into a religious environment th
is not of his or her own choice; a child rigised in the
religion or ideology of higr herfamily, society or culture
Even as a newboyrne or $e is assigned the religion
his family or the ideology of the staten some countrie
the childds assigned rel
birth certificate By the time individuals reach their tee
they usuallyhave accepéd the beliefs of thir parents o
that of their particular societyeeling that theyave little
choice in tle matter.

However individuals often encounter or are expo
to various beliefs and ideologies throughout the cours
their lives leading many to question lehgd beliefs,
traditions or philosophical idea3hey begin to questig
the validity of their own beliefs. Seekers of truth of
reach a point of confusion upon realizing that believer
every religion, sect, ideology and philosophy all clain
have theone and onlyruth.

There are only three possibilities. They are eithe
correct; allincorrector only one is correct and the rest
incorrect They cannot all be right since all religions
different in their fundamentals. Furthermore, the mgjq
claim that they alone are correct and the restren@rect
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On the other hand, to claim that they areratbrrectis to
deny thatAllah® revealed ks will to humankind This
proposition is absurd to those who believe in a V
Creator.After all, why would Allah create human being
and then abstain from revealing a way to the trib?
which religion is the right one and how can the seeke
of truth know it? This is themainsubject ofthis work

I n beginning oneds sea
one should keep four things in mind:

First, Allah gave us the ability and intellect discover the
answer tothis crucial question, which is also a Ii¢
changingdecision: WHAT IS THE TRUE RELIGION?

Second Allah, the Most Compassionate, did not leave
to go astray without any guidance. Indeed, He sern
prophets with scriptures to show us the right path.

1Al though the English word 6Godbd
with the wordAllah, there is a difference.
tam| ated as 6Godo. However, 6AIl I
6Godd. OAll ahdé is not merely an
root word of tohiel, ©hedn idc Y Amé amd o a
countless numbers of madep od g 6 , but only One
Al |l ah. The word O6All ahdé literall

proper name for thenly Being that is worthy of worshifhe True Creator g
the wuniverse. By sayi ng 0 Abthgdvay
other entity which people wrongfully worship. Therefore, in this work,
term O0All aho wildl often be used
worthy of worship.
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Third, always remember the reason for this search:
everlasting life to come depends dimding the true
religion in this life. This should be youultimate

motivation anda drivingforceto keep you searching unt

you are completely satisfi€d.

the

Fourth one can determine the true path and make a
rational and correct decision only if emotions and

prejudices, which often blind orte reality, are ptiaside.

2. The Bible, in its present form, confirms that seeking the truthdsntain
cause for salvation. It states i
the truth shall make you free. o

Bible contains elements of the original true message, though it has
altered significatly.

Mu
beer
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|. Proof of Allah's Existence

This Great Universe and everything that is in it car
be the product of chance, and could not have created
Signs testifying thafllah is the only Creator can be se

throughout the earth and in the verykof each person.

Allah saysinth€u r 6 an

[It is Allah who created the sky and the earth, and
sent down from the sky water by which He
brought forth fruits for your sustenance. He
subjected for you the ships to sail upon the sea at
His command, and Hesubjected for you the
rivers. And He subjected for you the sun and
moon in continuous cycles, and He subjected for
you the night and day. And He gave you all you
asked Him far.]®(Qu r 4432-34)

In the Qur 6Adlah menti ons Pr oq
(peace b upon himj search for truth as an example

Al transl ations of the meaning

not
itself
en

of

S

the English translation of the meart

Printing Complex0 version.
4. This is an expression of respect which prophet Muhammad (peace
him) recommended to say each time a prophet is preedi
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how those who followAllahd s si gns wi | |
to the worship of Him alonéllah says:

[In this way | showed Abraham the kingdom of

the heavens and the earth so that he would have

faith with undestanding and certainty. When the
night covered him with darkness, he saw a star
and said: This is my Lord, but when it set, he
said: | donot like those that set. When hensthe
moon rising up, he saidThis is my Lord, but
when it set, he said: Unless ragrd guides me, |
will certainly be among the people whwave
goneastray. When he saw the sun rising up he
said: This is my Lord, this is the greatest of all.
But when it set, he saidD my people! | am
indeed free from what you join as partners with
Allah. Verily, 1 have turned my face towards
Allah who created the heavens and the earth and
| reject those who associate partners with Allah
(in worship.] (Qu r 6:8%79)

The strongest proof foAllahd s e xi st en
the creation itself. Thus, onevill see that Allah
continuously instructfilumankindto look to theuniverse,

ce

as this will affirm the divine truth of His existence, His

greatness and that He alone should be worshipped.
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Another obvious fact:He answers our prayers
Sometimes once the inddual prays (supplicates)
Allah; He answers his prayer, and this is an indicatio
Allahd s e x IAlkh saysméhe u r 6 a n

[Your Lord says: Osuppl
answer your](Q@uwrpdHed)c at i
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lI. The Purposeof Creation

Have you ever wondered about the reagon our
existence? Have you ever wondered why we die,
where we go after death? What will happen to us in
end? Have you ever asked yourself whilah made the
earth and all that is in it undethe human being
dominion? Why were the night and the day, and the
and the moon created? What are we supposed to do ¢
our lifetime? Were we created just to eat, drink, and €
ourselves before we dig¥? poet summarizes this timele
guestion:

| do not know whece | have come.

| saw my feet walking on the road.

As they please | go and stop.

What am | doing here?

How did the road find me?

| do not know | do not know! | do not know!

Allah has emphasized in many verses of ¢ha r %
that He did not creategeoplewithout purpose. He says:

5 The Qurdan is the sacred Book o
(blessings and peace of God be upon him). A detailed explanation
Qur déan is given in dfathpter | X (T
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[What! Do you think that | created you simply in
jest? And that you would not be returned to Nfe?
(Qu r @3xa115)

He also says:

[What! Does man think that he will be left to
roam at his will? (Qu r 3536)

In addition, Hesays:

[Do people think that they will be left to say: We
believe and they will not be held accountable?
Qur @%a2x
It is clear from these verses that human beings wer
created without a purposend this purpose isentioned
cleaty in anothewerse which says

[I have not created the Jinn ankdumankind
except to worship Mp(Q u r 61a56)

Hence, the main purpose of creation iBO
WORSHIP THE CREATOR ALONE . This is called
Monotheism.

Islam sets a vision fohumanswhich is strikingly
simple yé& completely logical. Indeed, why would t

6. Pl ease note that any quotatio

translation that we feel has the closest meaning to its original Arabic

translation is not the Qurdan it
1€

e NO
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Creator of the universe leave the one main message H
wanted humankind to understand, the one key |to

redemption, a total mystery? How, then, would He expect
humankindo arrive at the truth? It is clear tHaimankind
must revert to its basic instinct regarding the Creator of the
Universe, shedding the layers of indoctrinatgelologies
and manAmade teachings he has been covered with, He
must reclaim his birthright: He must reclaisham
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lll. Monotheism, the Message
Of All Prophets

All prophets told their people to worshlah alone
(Monotheism) and shun worshipping His creat
(Paganism)Allah says:

[l assuredly sent among every people a
messenger with the command: Worship Allah and
avoid worshipping falsgods] (Qu r G6a36)

Prophet Abrahanipeace be upon hif) for example
believed in One GodAllah), Who has no partneiThe
Qur dan :expl ains

[And Abraham said to his people: worship Allah

and be pious to Him, this is better for you if you

understand.(Qu r @6a16)

Allah also says about him:

[And behold, Abraham said to his father and his
people:l indeed ckar myself of what you worship
except from worshipping Him who created me,
and He will certainly guide mg.(Qu r &3&2%-

27)

7. See footnote 4.
18
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Though the Mble has been altered a great deal
Prophet Jesug§peace be upon himwas reported in th
Gospels to have saidlt is written: Worship the Lord you
God and senfeHim only.0 (Luke 4:8)

It also mentions thaBods ay s : A | am| t
am he last, and bédes Me there is no Gad (isaiah 44:6)

AThe Lord ouro(Makd2:2B)s one

The Book of Acts 3:13 saysfiThe God of Abraham),
Isaac and Jacob, the Gotlour fathers, has glorified isl
servant Jesuas

Prophet Joseplipeacebe upon him also said 4s
mentionedn theQ u r Ydtahis people:

[Indeed, those which you worship besides Allah
are only names that you and your forefathers
havenamed (fabricated)or which Allah has sent
down no authority. The command belongs only to
Allah. He has commandedathyou worship none
but Him. That is the right religion, but most
people do not understajdQ u r &2a40)

= D

8. The use of the word 'servant' doest nmply that God is in need of
assistance or help. It means 'the one devoted in worship' by obeying His
commands and shunning what He forbids.
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This is why Allah described thoseho deviate from
Abrahamés message (Monot,
He says:

[Those who reject the religiorf dbraham make
fools of themselvgqQ u r @:430)

2C

h e



21; Islam is Your Birthright

IV. The Basic Messagef Islam

The basic message of Islam is the same message
the previous prophets: worshipllah alone and avoid
worshipping anything besides Him, whether it is a per

placeor thing, directly or indirectlysecretly or openly.

This basic principle of Monotheism is contained in
opening chapter of thQ u r okaown asi The Op
verse 5

[You alone we worship and fronotY alone we do
seek help.

Allah also says:

[Worship Allah and do not associate partners
with Him] (Qu r &:86)

[Whoever disownglisbelieves ihfalse gods and
believes in Allah, ha grasped the most
trustworthy landhold [that will never break]
(Qu r @:256)

Muhammad(peace be upon hinhe las Prophetis
reported to have saig&k<Anyone who says: There is m®

of a
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worthy of worshipother tharAllah, and dies holding that

belief. will be granted paradise>®

9. Narrated by Bukhari (5827) and Muslim (94ote Saheeh aBukhari

and Saheeh Muslimare two collections ofthe authentic, documente
traditions and sayings of the Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessing b

him). Other collections are also used as references in this book.

22
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V. Proof That Only Allah
Deserves Worship

Here is an obvious factllah is the sole Creabr
and Sustainer of everything This makes Him the on
one deserving of your w
Supplication, for example, is an act of worship, where

individual direct his hearto Allah and ask his needs.

Allah instructs in th& u r éoa&all Him,

[And your Lord says: Call on Me and | will
answer your prayef.(Qu r d0aa0)

The question then arises as to why people direct
worship to created objects, such as idols. The fact ig
idol has no power of its own, and anything ehiresuls

from that act of worship onlyamesabout through the

permission ofAllah. Hence, if apersonprays to an idg
and his prayers are answered, it is not the idol w

actually answered his prayers llah. Similarly, prayers

to Jesus Chris{peace be upon him), Buddha, Krishna
Saint Christopher, Saint Jude or to Prophet Muham

(blessings angbeacebe upon him), are not answered by
them, but are answered #flah. Consequently, prayer

directed toanyone or thingther thanAllah is of no avalil
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The same applies for all acts of worship like pray
charityandfasting. All haveto be directed téllah alone.

The prophets were very explicit in their teachings
only Allah is to be worshipped, and that they themse
were sent to teach thigw message. They claimed neit
fame nor status, and never once did tteachthe people
to direct acts of worship to thennstead, the prophe
warned their people against doing just that. For exarn
Islam teaches that Prophet Je§usace be uponiin) was

a human being who was createdAliah in a miraculous

way. He was born of a mother, Mary, without a father

he worshippedllah. He was not Go@Allah), nor was he

the son of God. He wasot one of three manifestations
God as Christians sagor was he the son of a prostitute
some Jews have said He told his people (the tribes
Israel) to worshipAllah alone. He did not tell people
worship either himself or his mother. Furthermotiee
Prophet Jesugpeace be upon himdid not worship
himself when he worshippetle worshippedllah alone

However, those who claim to be the followers
Jesus Christ actually do something other than wha
taught: they worship Jesus himself. Others worship M
claiming she isthe mother of Allah. If Jesus did ng
instruct them to worship him or his mother, how can

24
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do this very act and yet claim to be following his
message”?

Allah saysinth&u r 6 a n

[Surely, they hee disbelieved who say: Allak
the Messiah (Jesus), the son of Maryam (Mary)
But the Messiah said: O Children of Israel,
worship Allah, my Lord and your Lord. Verily,
whoever sets up partners (in worship) with Allah,
then Allah has forbiddeparadise to himand the
Fire will be his &ode, and for the wrongdoers
(polytheists) there ae no helperg. (Qu r &a n
72)

Allah alsosays in theQ u r @hat ke will ask Prophet
Jesus(peace be upon himon the Day of Judgment
regarding the Christianmnsp

[O Jesus, son of Mary! Did you tell people: Take
me and my mo#r as gods besides Allah? Then
he [Jesus] will say: Glory be to You, | could
never say what | had no right to say. If | had said
it, You would have known it, You know what is
within myself, but | do not know what is within
Yourself. Verily, You alone arbeé Knower of the
unseen. | did not say to them except what You
commanded meo worship Allah, my Lord and
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your Lord and | was a witness over them as long
as | was among them, but when You raised me up

You were the observer over them, and You are the

witness over all thingg(Qu r 86:416-117)

Prophet Jesus was given life, was born fron
womands womb, and was ¢
pain, and weariness. Since all these attributes are thos
human beings and not those of Gédlah), it is clear that
Jesus was not Gdadllah).

Similarly, Buddha was a reformer who introduce
number of humanistic principlestommthe Hindu religion
practiced in India. He did not claim to be God, nor dic
suggest to his followers that he be worshipped. Yegyt
most Buddhists have made him their God and
prostrate themselves before idols representing his like
Furthermore, over the ages, in the suppos
monotheistic religions like Judaism and Christian
followers have allowed a select few humarnpe to be
accorded the status of a laywer where those laws are
direct contradiction to
case with their rabbis and church officials. This is a f
of creatureworship.Allah mentions:

[They took their rabbis and manko be their
lords besides Allah( Qur 6an 9: 31)

2€
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The Prophet Muhammadpeace be upon him

explained this verse to mean that by unquestioningly

obeying them in things which they made lawful

or

unlawful according to their desires, without being ordered

by Allah, they have given these rabbis and priests

status of deitiesin brief, from the perspective of the

object worshippedall religions today [except Islam] invit
people to the worship of creation one form or another

It shall be noted that sme (non-Muslim) people
incorrectly | aobamrhedan i s Ima m

the

e

phenomenon exists because it is tempting to elevate

Muhammad to a status far above his teachings, #sei
case of all other religionsThis is ironic since his ver
message was thegation of equating mamrfy man) with
Allah. Islam teaches that Muhammad was a hu
messenger, whancluding himself, is required to worsh
Allah rather than to be elevated to the status of Allah
be worshipped. Muhammad was a messeagda slavé®
for Allah, and thatsall.

Allah6 s at t showbthat ldes alone deserves
worship.

10The status of fAslavedo to AlIl ah
before Allahsince it implies sincere worship and love to Him. This st
applies for all messengers and true followers.

man
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He is One, without relatives; He has no father, son,
mother or wife. He is the Eternal Absolute. He neither

gives birth, nor is He born, and there is nothing like H
He is perfect in His knowledge, in His power, in His w
in His mercy and in all His other attributesllah is all-
powerful and perfect, while human beings are weak
imperfect. That is how He defined Himself and how
prophets defined Hirf- Therefore,it is only befitting tha
one directs all acts of worship to the Owho fits this
description. Worshipping anythirejsewould be futile.

Another proof is that Islam teaches that every sou
imbued with the awareness of Allah and a nat
inclination towards worshipping Allah aloneln the
Qu r OAllah explained that when He created Ad
(peace beuponhimie caused al l of
to come into existence and then He took a pledge fro
of them saying:

[Am | not your Lord? To which theyl aeplied:
Yes, we testify toJt( Qu r761d2)

11. This agrees with what is mentioned in the Gospel of Barnabas, chap
where Jesus said: fiHe al one marwih
he ever have an end, but to everything hath He given a beginning,

im.
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everything shall He give an end. He hath no father nor mother; He hath no

sons nor brethren nor compani ons|
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Allah then explained why He had all éumankind
bear witness that He is their Creator #éimelonly true God
the only onavorthy of worship:

[That is in case yolhumankingd may say on the
Day of Resurection: Indeed we were unaware of
this]

Allah further elaborated on this point saying:

[It is also in case you may say: It was our
ancestorswho inventedpartners with Allah, and
we are only their descendants, will you then
destroy us for what those tmdidq (Qu r &@:a n
172-173)

Therefore, people who associate partners Witah
in worship cannot claim on that day that they had no
that Allahis the onlyonewho deserveto be worshipped.

Prophet Muhammadpeace be upon himreported
that Allah has said: <<I created my slavefllowing the
right religion, but devils made them go astray? Also,
Prophet Muhammadpeace be upon hinsaid: <<Each

idea

child is born in a state of Islam. Then his parents make

him a Jew, Christian or a Zoroastrian®® Thus, Islam is
the birthright of every human being, since every chilg
born with a natural belief in the existenceAdfah and an

12. Narrated by Muslim (2865)
13. Narrated by Bukhari (1385) amduslim (2658)
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inborn inclination towards worshipping Him alone. Just as

the child submits to the physical laws whiéiah has

imposed on thigphysical world, in the same way its soul

also submits naturally to the fact thallah is the only

Lord and Creator. But ifis/herparents are following a

different path, the child is usually not strong or aw
enough to recognize the truth or resisé twill of the
parents. In such cases, the religion the child follows is
of custom and upbringing. Buillah, the Most Merciful
and Compassionate, will not hold him to account or pu
him for following a false religion before he reaches
age of reaon and is exposed to the pure message of IS

are
one
nish

the
lam.

To sum up, one can naturally, without the aid of other

human influence, come to the conclusion thaly Allah
deservesto be worshiged. This conclusion is ng

confusing or elaborate; it can be arrivedbgt even the

most uneducated.
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VI. The Messagef False Religions

False religions, on the other hand, all tedatie
worship of creation (Paganism)in one way or anothe
Some religions call to idolatry indirectly while
proclaimingAllahd s uni t y ,s operlyichlleo thet t
worship of other gods besidédlah or along withAllah,
instead of calling to the worship dllah alone (pure
Monotheism).Idolatry is the greatest sin that a human
being can commit because it diverts worship from the
Creator to Higreation. It necessarily implies elevating the
creation to the status @fllah and thus egating creation
with Him. This explairs why idolatry isthe greatest sia
human being can commiOne who dies in a state (of
idolatry has sealed his or her fate iretnext life.Allah
statesinth®u r 6 an

-

[Verily, Allah will not forgive joining partners
with Him, but He may forgive sins less than that
for whomsoever He wishgs(Qu r &4a48 &
116)

Humans should not worship other than Allah
because it makes no sers worshighecreation which is
weak in nature and neglect the Creator who controlg this
creation and the wholeniverse! Not only is this act
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misdirected and futile, it is a manifestation

ungratefulness to the One who created everythitigh

saysintheQu r 6 a n
[Do they attribute to Me partners who created
nothing but are themselves created? They can
neither help others nor can they help themselves
And if you call them to guidance they will not
follow you. It is the same for you whether you call
them or you keep silent. Certainly, those whom
you call upon besides Allah are slaves like
yourselves. So call upon them and let them
answer you if you are truthful. Do they have feet
with which they walk, hands with which they
hold, eyes with which theya? Or do they have
ears with which they heafPQ u r @:491-195)

Some idol worshippers try to justify what they
doing by saying A We treat idol s
intercessors betweenus aditbh. 6 Thi s bel
the false comparison betwedllah and kings, who ofte
operate using mediators between them and their pe
This is an incorrect belief becaugdlah does not nee
mediators between Him and people. He hears and k
everything, and can respond directly to all the needs o
creation. In hundreds o u r i0 aemses Allah invites
humans to have a direct relationship with Him without

32

of

Aare

:
i€
n
ople
d
NOWS
f His

any




33; Islam is Your Birthright

mediator or intercessor, and He prohibits them f
worshipping anything other than Him under &
circumstancs.

The idea of having different des (idols and statue
as intermediates and mer
Many nonMuslims before the time of the Propk
Muhammadclaimed thatthey believed in Allah as th
Creator and &stainer however, they said that they merg
used idols as aeans of drawing closer to Allah or as
means of having prayers answerétis is still a commor
practice amongst many people toptineysay they believe
in oneGod, yetthey maintaintheir reliance upon statue
superstitions and other symbols (or ttimehs) as a way t
worship and invoké&od for their needs.

Allah rejectstheir clains, saying that when they are
trouble, whom do they callThey call none other tha
Allah. This is evidence thahe concept ofntercessor
between a human being anddss false and of no benef

Allah says that anyone who attributésity to others
with Him will be left with that other entity on the Day
Judgment, calling to that entity for help. Common se
dictates that this, in fact, is the very reasshy these
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entities are assigned by human beings in the first place

The person has a false hope that this entity will some

show
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be able to help him when needed. But this is of no avail
becausdhe entities themselves will disassociate from [the

person on the Day afudgment (when one is in need
most help). It will be asked of teepeople:

[Where are those whom you used to invoke and
worship besides Allgh[They will reply] They
have vanished and deserted us. And they will beat
witness against themselves, thabtey were
disbelieverd.(Qu r @:87%)

Allah says

[Say[O Muhamma} Call upon those whom you
asset (to be associate gods) besides Allah, they
possess not even the weight of an @&amither in

the heavens or on the earth, nor have they any
share in eiter, nor is there for Him any
supporter from among thep{fQ u r 84a22)

of

So i f t hes econtrdlnoteeven thenweight i

of an atomo, how can t he
then? Moreover, Allah points out the simple fact that

[t hose w hcallmupoy desides Allah
cannot help you nor can they help themse)ves.
(Qur @:497)

Allah, the Most Wise, did not prescribe religig

beliefs andrites for peoplethat would affect the direc
34
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relationship between Himself and humans, such

Hinduism, Buddhism, baptism confession, or belief in

man as a saviw or an intermediary.This further

emphasies that the truth can be found by anyope,
regardless of his place and time. Indeed, this persona

relationship betweerllah and Hs creation is proof of

Allahbs very existence.
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VIl. Allah and His Creation

Islam emphasizes thafllah and Hs creation ar¢
distinctly different entitiesAllah is neither part of Hi
creation nor does He intermix with iHis creation ig
neitherequal to Him in kb attributes or apart of Hm.
Indeed, Allah is the Most High; He is above aHis
creation, above the heavens and above His Throne,
informed us about Himself in th@ u r Gaadnin the
previous scriptures. This might seem obvious,faaplé®
worship of creationinstead of the Creator is to a lar

degree based on ignorance or negligence of this fact.

wrong belief that the essence Allah is everywhere ir
His creation or that He is a part of His creation,
provided justification for the worship &llahd sreation.
Philosophical idol worshippers justify their idolatry
saying that they do not actually worship the stone or n
image, butAllah who becomes concentrated in it dur
their rituals of worshipThey claim that the stone idol
only a focal pint for Allahd6 s e s s e nc &llala
itselfl Anyone who accepts the concept Allah being
present in any way within His creation will be obliged
accept this argument in justification of idolatry.
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Setting aside motivations such as financial gaom
fame,p e o pdlaemé ® divinity have largely manifest
based on the mistaken belief that it is possibleAftath to

be present in human3aking this belief one step furthe

they claim thatAllah is more present in them than
others, and peoplehsuld therefore submit to them a
worship them asAl | aimdammate or asAllah
concentrated within their person. Similarly, those V

have asserted that others weyeds have found fertile

ground among those who accept the false beliéflaho
presene inhumanbeings

As far as the doctrine of incarnation held by
Christiansis concerned it was developed after Jes
departure. It was incorporated into Christianity fr
paganism. In the mythology that preceded Christianit

can be seen how senmeroesvereconsidered to be gods.

The vast majority of Christians today pray to Je
claiming that he is Go@Allah). The philosophers amor
them claim that they are not worshipping Jesus the

but God(Allah) who was manifest in Jesus the manisT

is also the rationale of pagans who bow down in wor
to idols. As mentioned before, lren a pagan philosoph
is asked why he worships an idol which was made
human hands, he replies that he is not really worship
the idol. Furthermore, he mayaim that the idol is only

Y, it
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focal point for the presence éilah, and thereby claim to

be worshippingAllah who is manifest in the idol, and not
the physical idol itself. There is little or no difference
between that explanation and the answer given by
Christians for worshipping Jesus. The origin of this

deviation lies in the false belief thatlah is present in His
creation. Such a belig¢erroneously)ustifies the worshif
ofAllahds creati on.

Islam has freed its followers from such superstiti
by rgecting the doctrine of the incarnation. The Divin
of Jesus has been rejected in tiable Qur'an in many
versesLet us takewo of them:

[Surely, they havdisbelieved who sayAllah is

the MessialjJesug, the son of MaryarpMary] .]

Qur 6:@2)

[Say: He is Allah the @e (inHis essenck Allah

is the eternalabsolute He beget not, nor is H

begott&. And there is none like unto ifd]

(Qu r 412:4-4)

These two versesnean that neither Jesus nany
other prophet resemtdélim in an attribute om essencg
and hence nothing can be an incarnatioAltzth.

14. The True Messagaf Jesus Christby Dr. Bilal Philips, p.69
38
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Consider the following. In thesoutheastern
region of the Amazon jungle in Brazil, South
America, a primitive tribe erected a new hut to
house their main idol Skwatoo, representing the
supreme God (Allah) of all creation. The
following day a young man entered the hut to pay
homage to his god. While he was prostrating to
what he had been taught was his creator ang
sustainer, a mangy, old and fliedden dog slunk
into the hut. The young man loakeup just in
time to see the dog lift its hind leg and pass urine
on the idol. Outraged, the young man chased the
dog out of the temple, but when his rage died
down, he realized that the idol could not be the
Lord of the Universe. He came to the conclusion
that God must be elsewhere. As strange as it may
seem, the dog urinating on the idol was a sign
from God for that young man that his idiél not
deserve to be worshipped. This sign contained the
divine message that what he was worshipping
was false. It iberated him from following his
tradition unquestioningly, a tradition that proved
to be erroneous. As a result, this man was given &
choice: either to seek the true God or to continue
in the error of his ways. This example illustrates
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the fact that humaarecapable at arrivingt the
truth ontheirown, regardless of society, étt.

Clearly, if one is to follow this argument, it mea
that either God does not have the attributes he clain
that God is no different than his own creation. Both ne
the idea of an A#Powerful God, so both mus$te false
Islam teaches that God is too great and perfect to |
Himself to a level of likeness to His creation or mix
with them.

To conclude, all false religions have in common
basic concept with regarto God: that God and Hi
creation are one. They either claim that imansare
God, or that specifipeopleare God, or that nature is G
or that God is a figment gfeoplé® s | ma,gi tmata
person or beings a mediator between people and Gasl
mentioned in previous chapterThus, by equating thé
two, it may be said thatalse religionsinvite humans tg
worshipthecreation instead oforshppingthe Creator

15. The True Religionby Dr. Bilal Philips
4C
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VIIl. The Meaning of
The Religionds N

Further evidence that Islam ike true religions from
the meaning of the wordslamd i t s el f . B ¢
0 | s lisaam @Arabic word that denotes submission
obedience. As a religion, Islam has two meanings; ge
and specific. Islam in general, refers to the religion v
God revealed to all prophets: The worship of God a
(Monotheism) and the avoidance gaganism. This
explains why in theQ u r d@lh prophetscall themselves
Muslims According to theQu r Gal prophets wers
Muslims, what they taught was notbinbut earlier
versions of Islam,and their sincere followers we
Muslims as well® Consequently, one should not reg
Islam as an innovation that was brought by Pro
Muhammad (peace be upon himbut as the origing
message ofAllah (in its fundamentals) tall prophets
throughout historySpecifically the word Islam also refe
to the religion that was revealed to Prophet Muham

16. Jesus (peace and blessing be upon him) was reported to have sai
Bible: 'Think not that | am come to destroy the lawthe prophets: | am nd
come to destroy, but to fulfil For verily | say unto you, till heaven and ea
pass, one jot or one title shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfi
(Matthew 5:1718).
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(peace be upon himNone of the previous religions we
specifically given this name byAllah, except for this las
religion- Islam.

Islam was not named after a person or a grou
people, nor was it decided upon by later generatiorn
humans. Indeed, the nantlslamd was given byAllah
Himself as is clearly mentioned in th@u r Gnanmany
verses, for example:

[Indeed, the dg religion accepted by Allah is
Islam] (Qu r 8:49).

On the other hand, Christianity was nam@y its
followers) after Jesus Christ, and Judaism after the trib
Judah. However, it is not mentioned anywhere in the E

—

p of
s of

e of
Bible

that the religion of the fadwers of Prophets Isaac and

Moses (peace and blessing be upon thearnd their
descendants is called Judaism, or that the religion 0
followers of Christ” is called Christianity. In other word
the names 6Judai smé and
origin or approval. It was not until long after Jegs

172 Bot h the names 6 J e svedsfrom ldebrdw wiprgd

through Greek and Latin. Jesus is the English equivalent and Latin form
Greek 6l esousbo, which in Hebrew
of t he Hebrew 6émessi aho, and th

massage, to anoint.
42
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ascensioft hat the name O6Chr i
religion of those claiming to be his followers. The sa
applies for Buddhism, which was named after Gaut
Buddha, Confucianism after Confucius, daflinduism
after thePersian word for IndiaHindd and so on.

Another reason for calling Christians, Buddhists
others as such is becaubeir followersworship themi@
the case o€hristandBuddha). However, Muslims are n
call ed 6 Mulecaosm Muslans sodnot worsh
Muhammadg they wor shi p O6Al |l aho
alone. In fact, this phenomenon of naming an ideol
after a person has become so common that I
mi stakenly | abel anlissinaom
Muslims have never usedor do they accepsuch a label

18 The Qurbéan mentions that Jesus
nor crucified on a cross, but Allah raised him up to the heavens. Jesus
be upon him) will come again before the end of this world. More discu
on this sibject is mentioned later in this book.
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faith.
1. BeliefinAllah.
This includes the following beliefs:
x  Belief in Allahd s exi stence.

IX. The Six Articles of Islamic Faith

Islamic belief is based osix fundamental articles of

Th

humarkind and he entire universe is not a mere

accident or the product of chance. This universe
everything that is in it manifests and points to
realization of a Creator.

Belief that Allah is the Creator, the Sustainer,

Owner of the Universe and its contgnthe provider

of everything, the Giver of life and the Causer
death.

Belief thatAllah is the only One who has the right
be worshipped.

Allah has revealed both in His Final Revelation,
Qu r Gdnthrough his Prophiets t e aioely
nine names and attributes that offer some insights
the absolutelyinique,wondrous angberfect nature o
Allah. The most frequently used name is Allah, wh
means the OWorshippedD®éo:
the Everlasting, AlPowerful, AlFKnowing, All-
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Hearing, AllSeeing, SelfSufficient and Self
Sustaining. Allah  Almighty is above al
comprehension, and He does not resemble
creationAllah saysinth&u r 6 a n

[There is nothing like Hiln Q u r42: Aln
He also says:

[Say (O Muhammad): ¢lis Allah theOne (in
essence Allah is the BEernal Absolute. He begst
not, nor is H begotta. And there is none like
unto HM] (Qu r &12:1-4)

HeisthemostRich i n t he sense
HesaysinthQur 6 an

[I have not created the il and humankind

except to worship Me. | requimeitherprovision

nor feeding from them. Surely Alfdtis the Alt

provider, the Possessor of all strength, the Fjrm.

(Qu r 61a56-58)

Allahd siinety-nine names ar@ll mentioned in the
Qu r @rad nhestaementsof the Prophet(peace be upo

him). The most frequently used is (Allah), which me
t he o6worshippedd. T h are alad
19.The name ' All ah' is how God Al

and how the prophet Muhammad (peace and blessing be upon hiny
referred to Him.
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mentioned in th&® u r aral thestatementsf the Prophet
(peace be upon him

2. Belief in the Angels

Angels are creatures created BWah for specific
functions. They are normally invisible and they have
free will; they do asAllah commands them. They are 1
to be worshippedThe Angel Gabriel was responsible fi
conveying the revelation to the prophélsvo angels are
assigned to every human being to record their good
evil deeds. Another angel accompanies each human,k
encouraging him/her to do good deeds. Others blow
human spirit into thedetus when it reaches the end of

no
10t
or
;]
anc
neing
the
the

fourth month andthers take the human spirit at the time

of its death byAllahb s per mi ssi on. 1
that havevariousresponsibilities too many to enumerate
this smallbook*

There are two main points of difference between
Islamic and the Christiamiew of angels.Although they
are noble and are free of sthe believingMuslim holdsa
status abovehe angels before Allah. The angels wer
commanded to bow down to Adam due to his supg

20. For more detail, se€&xplanation of the Three FundamahPrinciples of
Islam by Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih-'althaymeen, Al-Hidaayah
Publishing and DistributiorJK, 1997
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knowledge and they all did as they were commanded

Christiars, on the other handyelieve that angels areof
two kinds: goofbbedientand evildisobedient That is
how they justify their @&
an evil angel who disobeyed God, when he did not
down to Adam with the other angeisccording to Islam
angels worship Allah and cannot disobey Him; ange
have no choice whether to worship Allahnot. They are
sinless beingdbecause they obey Allah and commit
sins. This is part of the Islamic belief as weHowever,

both angels andhumars are creatures of Allah who are

obliged to worship Him.So te secondmain point of
difference between the Christian view and the Islar
view of angelsis thatof free will: whereasangels have n
free will, the human being might obey Allah, might &
sinful, might follow some commandments and mi
commit some sins.

3. Belief in the Scriptures

This article of faith refers to belief in all the scriptu
revealedn their original formby Allah to His messenger
These scriptures form the enlightemmhewhich the
messengers received to show their people the right ps
Allah. All the revealed books call to the worshipAdfah
alone andforbid worshipping other than Him or othe
besides HimThey contain guidance fonumankindin all
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aspectsof life. They define right and wrong, and off
human being a completesystemof beliefs and practice

11
==

(7]

governing all of their affairs. The Creator alone knows

best what is beneficial for His creation and what is
Thus, the divine lawscontained in those sgpitures

not.

command and prohibit various acts and substances tc
protect the human spirit, the human body, and human

society from harm. In order for huméaeings tofulfil
their potential by living a righteous lie, they definitely
need toabide byHis commandmets documented in H
revealed books.

The revealed books do not differ from each othe
their main doctrinal principles.However, due to th
differences between nations in time argppace therewere
some differencgin the practicalteachings (Law)f the
scriptures according to the wisdom dillah. Their basic
message, however, remains the same

Muslims believe in the previous books mentioned
in the Q u r :OtherScripture of Abraham, theTorah of
Moses the Psalms of David and the Gospel of JeShs.
following verse from thenobleQ u r @maphasizes the fa
that belief in all previous scriptures sent Aifah is an
integral part of the Islamic belief system:
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[Say (O Muslims) We believe in Allahand the
revelation given to usnd to Abraham, Ishmée
Isaac, Jacob, and the Tribeand that given to
Moses andlesusand that given to (all) ppphets
from their Lord,we make no differencleetween
one and another of therand we bow to Allah (in
Islam)] (Qu r @:436).

However long before the adventof Prophet
Muhammad(peace be upon himthey had all beesither
lost orirretrievably corruptedby later generations over t
centurieswith myths, superstitions, idolatry and irratiot
philosophical beliefs, carrying contradicting thoug
Hence the existing forms ofthose scripturegannot be
describechsAllandb s r evel ati on

The Bible for examples one of the remaining boo
in the hands of its followers&ince it was revealei Jesus
(peace be upon hinit has undergone so many chan

until it hasbemmefour wellknown Bibles instead of one:

the Gospels of Mathew, Mark, Luke and Jobomprise
the Bible (The New Testament), along with ot
documents.

These were written between 40 and 115 years
after Jesugpeace be upon hihad left and are
based on documents that have been lost. The
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Gospel according to Mark, was the first one
written in Rome, at least 40 years after the
disappearance of Jes(meace be upon hinThe
Gospel according to Mathew was written in the
Greek Language about 90 yeafter Christ The
Gospel according to Luke was written in Greece
approximately 80 yearafter Christ These three
Gospels are called Synoptic because they
originate from the same lost document and they
have a lot in common. The Gospel according to
John, orthe other hand, has deep differences with
the Synoptic Gospels. It is in this Gospel of John
where the Divinity and prexistence of Jesus
(peace be upon himwvasmentioned even though
Jesus himself never claimed this. This Gospel
was written between 114hd 115 years CE.

Analysis of these Gospels reveals the following:

During the lifetime of Jesus, there wam® written
document containing his sayings, acts or lectures.

The first record of the sayings of Jesus, which were

made close to the time dfis disappearancé)ave
been lost.

21 Study Guide, Comparative Stuidyslam and Christianity1978, compiled
by Imam Jamil Abdul Razak, Islamic Center of Seattle, WasbimdiSA
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3. The Gospels were written between 40 and 115 y
after Jesus' disappearance, and were based o
documents. As a consequence, there was a
manipulation of the content.

4. None of the Gospel writers knew, sawheard Jesus|

5. The Gospels were written in the Greek language W
Jesus spoke Aramaic.

6. For at least one hundred years after the Gospels
written; they did not have anganonicalauthority,
and were changed by the writers of the differentss
in order toadapt them to their own needs.

7. The present Gospels, seen as a whole, are fu
contradictions”?

These factors have been brought up here in ord

demonstrate that the Gospel of Jesusphignal message

that was revealed byllah; has not reached us in
original form. In this way, it can be affirmed that the f
Gospels, included in today's Bible, cannot be consid
similar or equivalent to the inspired Gospel of Je
(peace be upon himn

22. Source for points ¥ : AMy Great Love for
him) Led Me t1&6 | sl amo, pp. 14
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Biblical Proof of theBibled Bistortion

1.

The OIld Testament clearly testifies that it was alte
by humansGod (Allah) is quoted in Jeremiah 8:8
sayngi How can you say, '

i s with us 2he falBeupen obtkehsorib
has made it into a lie?d

Dr. Bilal Philips explains:

About five years after the end of Jesus' ministry, a
young rabbi by the name of Saul of Tarsus, who
claimed to have seen Jesus in a vision, began tc
change Jesus' way. Paul (his Roman name) ha
considerable respect for Roman phildspmnd

he spoke proudly of his own Roman citizenship.
His conviction was that nedews who became
Christians should not be burdened with the
Toratf* in anyrespect. The author of Acts B3:
quotes Paul as saying, "And by him every one
that believes is freeffom everything which you
could not be freed by thieaw of Moses." It was
primarily through the efforts of Paul that the
Church began to take on its rRdewish character.

23. Revised Standard Version

24. As mentioned earlier, Torah is the book revealed to Prophet Moses,
be upon him.
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Paul wrote most of the New Testament letters
(epistles), which the Church accepts #w®
official doctrine and inspired Scripture. These
letters do not preserve the Gospel of Jesus or even
represent it, instead, Paul transformed the
teachings of Christ into a Hellenic (Graeco
Roman) philosophy®

3. The clearest evidence of biblical digton from the
original form is the revisions being made on the Biple,
to the extent thait can be said thatvery edition is
different from theprevious one

Distorting revelations, the biggest sin

The Qu r @raphasize in more than one verse that
distoringAllahd s r ev el at i oAllahisays i
theQur 6 an

[Woe to those who write the scripture with their
own hands and then say: This is from Allah, to
purchase with it (worldly gain) at a cheap price.
Woe to them for what their hands have enitt
and woe to them for what they earned by doing

it] (Qu r 8:39)

25. The True Messagef Jesus ChrisBilal Philips,p. 81
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Revelationof th®Qur 6 a n

Following the distortion of the previous scriptures,

Allah, the Most Compassionatelid not leave human

beingsto go astray without an unadulterated referepce.

Indeed, He revealed ti@ u r @rad ipromised to preserye

it as the final revelatiomo humankindfor all times. It is
the Word of Allah which He revealed to Proph
Muhammad (peace be upon himthrough the Ange
Gabiriel. It was revealed in parBagments) b different

et
I

lengths over a period of 23 years. Prophet Muhammad

(peace be wupon himrecited the revelation to his

companions who wrote it down during his lifetime
palm leaves, parchmengnimal bones (the shoulder

blades of camels made a good writingface), and flat

stonesAt the same time, he indicated the precise loca
whereeach revealed sectidrelonged in the body of th
complete volumef the revelationin addition, theQ u r

was memorized by hundredsof Prophet Muhammad
Companions. Oneyear after the death of Proph
Muhammad(peace be upon hinthe first Caliph, Abl
Bakr, I nst r ucQGommaniohshte collBct th
whole Qu r draane volume.Later, he third Caliph
dJthmén, prepared several copies from the original
and sat them to the majocentres of Islamiccivilization.
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One of these seven reproductions séthains, and ikept
in Istanbu] Turkey.

From that time onward, more than 1400 years agaq,

the

same Qu r 0 demt has been in use with the exact

wording, order ad language (Arabic). Not a single ward

from its 114 chapters6200 verses, and approximately
80,000 wordshas been changed since it was revealed.

Indeed,Allah promised in the&Q u r dogreserve iintact
forever. He says:

[Verily, | have sent down ti@ur 6 ,aamd indeed,
| will guard it from corruption}?® (Qu r 45a9).

Just ponder the fact that tkeu r 6imaits entirety, is

memorized by millions of people, regardless of age, |sex,

social class, or ethnicity! It is the only book that has

een

thus presrved, not only on the shelf but in the hearts of

humankind

The Qu r &Gupersedes all previous scripturédah
says to Prophet Muhamm#gokeace be upon hinabout the
Quroban

26. The teachings of Prophet Muhammad (mercy and peace of Allah be
him) explain and el aborate the (

upon
ur

detail the manner of worship as performed by the Prophet. Thesentgschi

were meticulously collected and
Allah be pleased with them).
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[And to you W have sent the Book in truth,
confirming the scriptures that canbefore it, and
supersedinghem] (Qu r 6:48)

Therefore, oneannotclaim thatAllah accepts othe
religions merely because thesere originally based on th
true scriptures. Although these scriptures are fadhah,
the last and final revelatiothe Q u r Yosapersedesll the
rest.

-

[1°)

An essential point to understand about e r d@sa n
that it is a miracle imothits revelation and content. At the
time of the revelation and since, there have been those
who have denied the divine and miraculous natirthe
Qu r &aying that Muhammatpeace be upon hipnwas
either taught by others or that he wrote it by himself! In
order to counteract this clairA)lah lays down a challenge
to the whole ohumankindsaying:

[If you are in doubt concerning what | reav
revealed to My slave (Muhammad), then produce
one chapter like it and you may call on your
helpers beside Allah, if you are truthjulQu r 6 a n
2:23)
These aresome ofthe prophecies which thQu r ¢ a |
has foretold as no one from the time of the Prophet
Muhammad(peace be upon hiyruntil this day has begn

5€
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able to produce the like of one chapter or even a verse o
the Qu r 6As rsuch, Muslims do not need any other

scriptures to base their faith on, either in full or in p
T h e Qremainsaalear and afsunderstood by anyon
who has a good command of the Arabic languagd. of
its legal injunctions and instructions are clear when
meanings of its words are translated into any of
worl déds | anguages.

All of the Qu r @& a proclamation dflonothesm

1. Some of the verses inform abo@iiah, His names
attributes, acts andspeech. Thse verses indicate tt

Unity and Oneness dkllah with respect to His mos

excellentnames essencgand perfectttributes.

2. Other versegoint to the necessity ofvorshipping
Allah alone, without any associate or partreerd the
renunciation ofthe worship of anything other thg
Him. Those verses indicate tHecus of worship and
the necessity for people to single dbeir Lord in
their intentions requesting Hisaid, andin turning to
Him in repentance

3. TheQu r alsorcontains injunctions and prohibitio

and so doing somethinthat has been enjoineolr
refraining from doingvha has been prohibiteid the

art.
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fulfilment and perfection of the affirmation of tf
Oneness oAllah.

4, The Qu r dnalimdes stories and information ab
people of true and sincere belief and tells of t
immediate reward in the life of this world as well
the immense reward reserved for them in
hereafter.

5. The Qu r Galmcontains stories about those wik
associate partners withllah and describestheir
punishment in tis life and the punishment they 3
promised in the hereafter. &g arethe just dessert
of those who deviate from affirmation ofAllahd
Oneness.

PropheticTeachings

The teachings of Prophet Muhamm@eace be upo
him) arethe second source of Islankoowledgeafter the
Holy Qu r OTdey explain and elaborate th@ u r i6
verses.They also explain in minute detail the manner
worship as performed by ther ophet . T
statements provide further clarification and details of
to fulfil what Allah has ordered and what He h
forbidden. Those teachings were meticulously colleg
and report ed Cbmpaniors ¢mayRilahobp
pleased withitem).
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Preservation of Islamic Teachings

Preservation of Islamic teachings from alteratioes;
not stop at the preservation @ u r i6 &ext, but alsc
forbids introducing into his guidance (by saying of
writing) anything that is at variance with its premi
values or teachings. The PropHgeace be upon hin
sad: <<Whoever introduces into this matter (the Isla
teachings) something that does not belong to it, $imall
it rejected>>%’

One of t h@ompaniasgdu.eThedPsophe
gave us a highleffective admonition so that many of
were tearful and we felt a shudder in our hearts. Som
said to him Messenger ofAllah! This sounds like th
admonition of someone bidding his audience farey
Please olihe for us what you recommentie said <<l
urge you to always remaiconscious ofAllah (God
fearing, and to listen to and obey your leaders, af¢he
leader is an Abyssinian slave. Anyone of you who

lo

[72)
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live long will withess much strife and conflict. Therefare,

hold tight to my way andhe way followed by rightly
guided rulers® Hold on to it and biteonto it with your

27. Narrated by Bukhari (2697) and Muslim (1718)
28. He meant specifically the four caliphs who came after him.
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molars®® and steer away from any invented thing

religious affairs andlaws), for such inventions are

deviations (from the right paﬂ>)>3°

So, in matters of religionhere is no permission
make any change to Islamic teachings. Whatever
variance wih it is wrong and unacceptable. With thisict

protection Islam as it was revealeds kept pure from

10]

S at

myths and superstitionsand changes that reflect the

whimsof people and leaders
4. Belief in the Messengers oflllah
This article of faith addresses the belief tiAdiah

conveyed His message through selected human begings

These individuals, called prophets and messengers,

selected byAllah to be examplesfohow the scriptures
were to be understood and implementBdophets have
demonstratedpractically for their followers how one

should live by the law. The way of the prophets is the pnly

way to Allah, because ithas beerprescribed byAllah

Himself. Hence without prophets, people would not know

Allah, His attributes or how to worship Allah.
Therole of theprophets can be summarizasifollows:

29.i.e., do not let go of it
30. Narrated by Ibn Hibban, vol. 1, p. 179, Abu Dawood (4607), ang
Tirmidhi (2676)
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1. Receivethemessage fromllah.
Deliver it to people

3. Advise people to fearAllah and keep His
commandents

4. Advise people who deviated, disobeyefllah, or

worshipped other than Hino tobey Him and worship

Him only.
Tell people abouthe fundamentadspects of faith

6. Teach their followers detad religious and moral

tenets

7. Be a model exampl®r their peopleand leadhemto
eternalparadise

Allah hassent a prophetr prophetdo every natiorio
convey the message that He alone was to be worsh
and anythingworshipped along with Him or besides H
is false andunacceptableTheQ u r @nantions the name
of twentyfive of the prophets(see diagram opposit
while indicatingthat many others existed, yet were
mentioned by nameThe first of these prophets was Ad
and the last was Muhammad (mercy and peaddlah be
upon them all).

Every prophet was sent to a specific people
specific era except Prophet Muhammageace be upo

U7
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him), who was sent as the last and final messenger

the Hour of Judgement The proofs that Muhammad

(peace be upon himwas a messenger oAllah are
innumerable all are mentioned in hidetailedbiography.
The greatest proof is the miracle of teu r ,6vehich
could not have beemvritten by any human, naronveyed
but by a messengef Allah.

until

Indeed, mention of the advent of Prophet Muhammad

(peacebe upon himcanstill be found in the books of th
Bible in spite of the changes which have taken plag
their texts (SeehapterXV. dMuhammad in the Bib@

The Qu r @radniraditions of Prophet Muhammé§uokace
be upon hin relate with reverence thévés of many of
these prophetsProphet Muhammad, the lagrrophet,
remained as the absolute example for fbitowers. His
teachings were even further elucidated in practice by
rightly guided successard’he Prophet encouraged |
followers continuouy to follow the prophetic wayand
warned against conflict over Islamic principles and val
so that his followers would not deviate from the right p
as had happened to previous peoples.
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FOR THE WHOLE
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Prophet Muhammai followers owe himwo things:
obedienceandlove.

Obediencdo the Prophet

Obedience to the Prophet is mentioned in th
different versesn the Qu r Gltaimplies following his

commandsand avoiding whake prohibited.Obedience to
the Prophet indicates the trfwdfilment of the second paft

of the declaration that brings a person itglam, il bear
witness that Muhammad Alahd s Me s senge

When we examine anything the Prophet encoura
urged or ordered, we finthat all is from Allah, andhat
all lead to somethip good, for us personallyo others
who are close to us in our familieso our wider
community, to the Muslim community in general, or
humanity at large. He only prohibited whatharmful or
of no benefit like adultery, gambling, alcohol, lyin
disrespect to parents argb on The Prophet(peace be
upon him) prohibited satanic waysn many statements
because thesend to pulla person away from the rig
path

A good believer reaches a state mind whenhis
desires and pleasures in this ldee in line with what
Allah wants from him. Every individual should b
obedient toAllah and HisProphet, and observe strictly t
instructions from Allah. Following Islamic teaching
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develops the spirit, but abandoningleads toa state of

decay and spirital loss®*
Loving the Prophet

Islam teaches that loving the Prophet is part of
Islamic faith.The Prophet is quoted as sayirgNone of

the

you is a true believer unless | am dearer to him than his

parentshis children and allotherpeople>>*2

The Proptet (peace be upon hiralsosaid <<There
are three qualities which are certain to give anyone

sweetness of faith: to low&llah and His Messenger more

than anyone else, to love a person for no purpose
than forAllah6 s s ak e, a n de intoodisbielee
after Allah has saved him from it as much ase would
hate to bahrowninto the fire>>%

We are required to love Prophet Muhamn{pdace

be upon him more than all others (exceptlah) because

it was through him that we learned widlah is, His
attributes, our position in relation to Him, whatlah
wants from us, and how to worship Him. He guided
through practical example along the wand following

31 Compiled fromid My Gr eat Love for Jesu
Led Me tbpMuhanmadmBid Abdullah Caraballo

32. Narrated by Bukhari (15) and Muslim (44)
33. Narratel by Bukhari (16) and Muslim (43)
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this is certain to earn for usllahd6 s a c c e pthea n ¢

ultimate bliss. He haspared us the worst calamity th
can ever befall anyone, which is incurriddlahd s  a
and punishment.He sacrificed everything to deliver
Allahd s me s s.a&lg sacrificed his Isealth and wea
and hiswhole life. If we realize all this, how can weot
love him more than we love ourselves and all others?

at
ng

|th

We loveProphetMuhammad because, as describef in

the Qur 6arme was a Omercy

compassion extended to all, friends and enenliessider
this: that enemies often became his bedd companion
and followers. They embraced Islam, saying that |
charactewasproof that hewvas a true messengef Allah.

It should be noted that wenustlove Allah more thar
the Prophet the Prophetcomes next. LovinAllah, the
Prophet andhis followers is an act of worshifor which
one will be rewardedAnd vice versa;hatingAllah or His
Prophet expels one from the bounds of Islan
Correspondingly, &ting those who hatéllah or the
Prophetis part of Islamic belieffor which the individua
will be accountedbr and rewarded.

| t needs to be clarifi
that is meant in this context does not lend itself to
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commonly known evil type of hate which is the imperfect
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human emotion; rather, it is the type of hate thatquts
oneds f ait h-imthe right meassireadainst
those who have taken a defiant stance against the C
and His chosen messengers. It is a lot like the neg
feeling one may hold against the actions of a man

defies and abuses radderly parents in an evil manner,
an outlaw who fights the justice system and spreads
and corruption in societyt is clear that hating the actio
of such individuals is a natural feeling that good pe
are expected to have. Although Islaradiees love in all it
many forms, it instructs the faithful believers not to |
those who do not love Allah and His messengers,

they change their ways, in which case, they command
love them! In a nutshell, a Muslim loves for Allah as v
as hates for Allah. And here is the great fact about t
emotion of hate; a Muslim is instructed not to hate any
for personal reasons. For example, if a person insul
Muslim, he is instructed to forgive; surely the differenc
great between hatingif Allah (well placed emotion) v
hating for satisfying the self (a destructive) emotion).

The love we should have for the Prophet must
genuine love, not a mere verbal stateménshould be
supported and prowe by obedience, following his
commands and avoiding what he prohibited.
Correspondingly again, the expression of our feeling
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hate or revulsion at the refusal of our fellow human be
to believe in All ahds On
teachings of His prophets should be in our pasitnd
pro-active approach to those who disbelieve. We want
pray for them to be guided to the truth, and we nee
work for that and work with them for that.

5. Belief in the Last Day

Islam teaches that this life is but a test of conduc
each imividual, to see whether or not loe shewill follow
the commands ofllah. In the hereafter, people will b
resurrected and stand befagkdah for a just reckoning g
their deeds and actionshile they were alive on eart
People with good deeds will lmeenerously rewarded at
warmly welcomed to theeaven of AllahHowever, thosé
with records of manyaddeedswill be punished and ca
into hell. People have been given knowledge of right
wrong, instinctively and through revelation, and they n
chocse their path in this short life. Their choices in this
will ultimately determine their places in the eternal life
come.Allah says in theQ u r d[Whosoever has done
atombébs weight of good wi
an at omo ®vilwikseaith(Q u 0 §%3a78)

Belief in the Day of Judgment implants time humar
heart the consciousness Aflah, impelling people and
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society at large to obey Him sincerely without :

external pressure Effectively, the hereafter for the

individual starts right after his soul departs his bg
Shortly after his burial two angels come to the grave a
ask the following three questioflge a final exam)

Who is yourord?
What is your religion?
Who is your prophet?

Prophet Muhammagpeace be upn him) said that the

believer would not have difficulties in answering th
correctly, while the unbeliever would not be ablegtee
the rightanswes.®* Depending on the resulthé persor
will start to suffer or enjoy his/her stay in the grave 3
this brief questioningThe gravewill expand or contract t
give comfort or torture to its dwelletepending on wha
they deservé®

6. The Belief in Predestination
It includes the belief in the following:

a) Allah knows everything. His knowledge is not mok
by time. Past, present and future are all know
Him.

34. The believer is the one who believes in the six articles of faith.
35. Narrated by Bukhari (1374) and Ahmad (4/295)
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b)

c)

d)

Everything which takes place is already written i
book calledhe ®Preserved Tablét

Allah has created everything, including the action
people, the good and the bad, but He comma
people to do good deeds and forbade them from d
evil.

One must believe that everything that happens in
universe is happening withllahd s per mi
nothing can take place against Mil.

It should be noted thalllahd s pr i or ofl

things does not mean that human beings have no cf
Human beings choose, bAilah knows their choices prig
to their choosing and actiofle merelyallows them to
follow through with their decisian
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X. The Five Pillars of Islam

Worship in Islam isan all inclusive term for all action
and statementghat Allah loves and approves ofEvery
virtuous action which is performed with the intention of
carryingout the commandments @fllah and seeking His
pleasure is considered as an act of wordlsiam is built
on five acts of worship which are the foundatidrem
which all deeds emanat&hey stand as the framework |of
spiritual life on which the structure of Islam rests. They
are the following:

1. The Declaration of the two Testimoniesof faith:

fi | tify that there is no deif§ worthy of worship
except Allah, and that Muhammad is His slave jand
me s s e H ghrersinogre declaration of this testimany
(also referred to as the testimony of Monotheism) and
adherence tothis teachings automatically brings egn
within the fold of Islam anddying while believing it
guaranteesone a place in pradise. This is why this
testimony is considered dke cornerstone of Islam. The
acceptance of this beligfistinguisheshe Muslim from

36.iDeityo is defined as O6an objec
37. In Arabic: Ashthadu an la ilaha illa Allah, wa strthadu anna Muhammad
Rasool Allah
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the nonMuslim. Hence, all actionslepend on this pillar;

deeds (no matter how great) are of no avail to a pers
he does nomakethis testimonyHowever, there are mar
acts which may contradict this declaration and expe
doer from Islam as quickly as he or she came in. The
serious of those acts is worshipping other thaltah

whether in the form of supplicatipprayeror other acts

that signifiesvorshipor belief in other than Allah
2. Prayers:

Formal prayers are prescribed five times daily a
duty to Allah at the follaving times: dawn, noon
afternoon, sunset and nightfall. A Muslim may of
formal prayers almost anywhere as long as the locati
clean. Muslim males are enjoined to pray in congregza
in a mosque, while females are encouraged to pray in
homes.Prayer provides humawith regular contact witt
Allah, which helpsthem, avoid evil. Furthermore, it i
symbolic of equalityof poor and rich, ruler andubject
black and white Human beings from every conceiva
backgroundstand together, united in ws, shoulder tc
shoulder, and prostrate themselves befallah. Prayer
strengthens the belief iAllah and elevategshe human
beingto a higher morality. It helps to purify the heart &
prevent temptation towards wrongdoing and eMiis act
of worshipcompels the believer to remember his Lord
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matter where he is, night or day. In this way, praye

continuously taking place throughout the entire world at

any given moment.
3. Zakah(Obligatory Charity):

Every Muslim whose net annual savings are atmyve
certain specified minimum must pay an annual amount of
2.5% of his savings to the poor and needy people in the

community. Zakah fosters generosity and helps purify

soul of selfishness and greed. Zakah also helps reduct

resentment and envy between pamd rich members of

the societylslam is a practical religion. Not only doesg
safeguard theaverageindividual and higer rights, it
protects the rights of theweaker members of th
community as well.

4. Fasting the month ofRamadarn

Fasting in Islammeansabstinencerom food, drink
and sexual acts from dawn to sunset. It is an ar
obligation during the month dRamadanthe ninth montt
of the Islamic lunar calendarFastingwas imposed o
former communities of believers in earlier div
religions . The Qurodan states
fasting is to help us to be more consciousAtah and
more obedient to Him. It teaches sincerity and enger
devotion. Ithelps usdevelop a sense of social conscier
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patience, seifestraint, will powerand compassion for

needy members of the society.

Someone might ask: WhyasAllah, in His wisdom,
prescribed fastinfpr many nations?

The answer is that the purpose of fasting is cle
defined as being for the development dfllah-

consciousnesépiety). Only Allah knows who is actually

arly

fasting and who is not. Consequently, one who is fasting

refrains from eating and drinking based on an aware
of Allah. Regular fastingenhance that awareness, whig
subsequently leads tmplanting righteousness ihd heart
of the individual.

As a secondary benefit, fasting is very beneficia

nes:s
h

| to

oneobs Itpwites thenbody of toxins; a welcome rest

from the useless waste cluttering the body. It allows
body to recuperate and heal. It trains the body, disass
the mind, to function with an amount of food that
sufficient. Also, the needs of basic instincts of survival
kept in check, and whethe individual isable to contro
these, other needs will be easier to contilreturn for
this sacrifice Allah grantsthe believers great rewards &
forgiveness of their sins.
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5. Hajj (Pilgrimage to Makkah):

The Hajj is obligatory for every Muslim once in
lifetime, if one can afford it financially and bear
physically. Duringthe Hajj, Muslims from allcorners of
the world meet in an international congregation dedig
to the worship ofAllah. It is a great lesson in patieng
The hugegatheringdor theHajj area reminder of the Daj
of Judgment whemll of humankindwill gather for their
reckoning. 1 emphasizes the belief that all Muslims
brothersand sisters irrespective of their geographic
cultural, racialor socialorigins>®

XI. The Meaning of Worship
In Islam

The meaning of worship ,isimply, total submissior
and complete obedience to l&'s Commandments
belief, intentions,statemens, and actionsThis is achieve(
by striving to do whatAllah has encouragedavoiding
what He has forbidden, and worshippinglim alone
according tdHis teachings. This is the true meaningtuoé
worship of Allah in Islam May Allah enable his follower
to achieve this level of worship

38. It should be noted that the five pillars have high importance in Ig
learning and practicing them are priorities for every Muslim, whe
everything else can be learned gradually, with patience and dedication.
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XIl. IslamisaMoral System

Islam has unique moral teaching§hey call for
strengthening the relationship between humans and
Lord, as well as with one anothefhey also call for
people to correct and straighten themselves, both inw
and outwardly.

Concerning the correcting and strengthening of
relationship between a g
calls for people to draw close to Allah through b
physicaland mental acts of worship such as prayee,
pilgrimage and sacrifice. | os
to seekknowledgeabout Allah through His Names an
Attributes This instils fear and awe of the Lord
p e o p hearfs sand establishes disciplime applying
Al l ahds commands and pro

The Prophet(peace be upon himalso instructec
people to remember Allah at all times and in ey
situation. This creates a permanent connection bet
people and their Lord anohstils stability, strength ad
tranquillity in their hearts. It is one of the means
protecting against evil and vice, since a Muslim will
reminded constantlythat Allah is watching hisor her
every action. The Prophefpeace be upon himn for
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exampleinstructed that specifiewocations be said at tk
time of sleep, before entering thevatory, before sexug
intercourse, while traviehg, when in fear, upon enterir
or |l eaving onebdés house,
the afternoon, on being afflicted by distress, anxmt
misfortune, when burdened by debt or poverty, u
entering a graveyard, when stopping for a rest or se
up campandin many other situations.

Concerning a personods

pon
tting

r

Qu r 6 @mamotes behaviour which strengthens and

reinforces social relationships such as the imports
given to the role of the familyTreating parents kindly
maintaining good relations with other family membg
seeing to the rights and needsspbusesnd children an
dealng with them with love and meycand supporting
orphans and the weaker members of societg all
obligatory. Conversely, disobeying parents, seve
family ties neglect or abuse of spouses and childagxa,
social isolation are all prohibited.

I n addition, t hallpepieshoal

be treated with high mordehaviourand noble manners.

One is encouraged to smile, forgive, return harm
good, and have patience when dealing with other Mus
Since this high code of morélehaviouris quite trying,
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Allah has prorsed immense reward for the one t
achieves this.

The Prophe{peace be upon hininstructed people t
adopt good manners when in gathesinguch as ng
rai sing oneds Vv obeng gentle witk
younggsters greeting those preseby sayng, iAssabmu

alaykum warahmatuah wabaralatuhuo which means

dmay the peace, mercy ardessings of Allah be upg
y o .uldlam alsodemands that weguard our tongues
againstsaying bad things about others, everwtiat we
wanted to say was true

Islam akotells usthat agreements and contraotast
be fulfilled, entrusted itemseturned, and rulers obeyed

hat

O
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D

It

enjoins noble characteristics just as it forbids vileness,

baseness, crime, oppression, hostility, aggression, a
other blameworthy and reprefisible qualities.

Islam highly recommends kindness to parents.
command is mentioned Ieodng

of the verses, Allah said to Prophet Muhamr(aehce bée

upon him:

[And your Lord has decreed that you worship
none but Him, and thayou be dutiful to your

parents. If one or both of them become old, do not
say to them a word of disrespect nor shout at
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them, but address them in terms of honour. And
be highly submissive out of mercy, and pray for
them saying: My Lord, bestow on themuwo
mercy as they brought me up when | was a ghild.
(Qur d7a2824)

Being kind to parents might seem obvious to most.
However, this is the beauty of Islam: it emphasizes|this
point because in reality, being kind to parents may be
more difficult than beig kind to strangers!

<<A man asked Prophet Muhammg@ukace be upon
him): Whom should | honar most?

The Prophet replied: Your mother

Then the man askeAnd who comes next?
The Prophet replied: Your mother.

Then the man asked again: And who comes next?,
The Prophet replied: Your mother.

Then the man asked agadnd who comes next?
The Prophet replied: Your father>*

Kindness towards relatives has been promoted by
most major religions. Islam, however, takes this aspect to
a new dimension. Relatives hayeesific rights laid out by

39. Narrated by Bukhari (5971) and Muslim (2548)
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the Sharia (Islamic law). We areobliged to assisbur
relatives by economic as well as social medie ights
of relatives are based on nearness in blood relation
This can be seen mostly in the rights of inherijtarsich
are specifically | aid ou
step further, even assigning rights to foster relation
Muslim is not allowed to make a bequ#sdt excludesiny
of his relatives who have been given a share in
inheritance. Furthenore eventhe amount of charity on
can assign has been limited; the rights of the relatives
be fulfilled first.

A Muslim must treat all relatives witlthe utmost
respect and kindness, whether they are Musbmnon
Muslims. A Muslim is not allowed to bagtt hisor her
relatives or cut df relations with them He or sheis
encouraged tkeep in contact with thenmaven if these
relatives were to abandon hion her Indeed maintaining

ship

t
5. A

the
e
mus

family ties is of such great importance that a Muslim is

greatly rewardedor doingany goodactions that promote

this.

Islam encourages treatingeighbous very kindly.
Theaeisaver se i n tdunesthgalup:an

[... [Show] kindness unto parents, and unto near
kindred, and orphans, and the needy, and unto

8C
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the neidnbour who is related [to you] and the
neighbour who is not related, and the fellow
traveller and the wayfarer]** (Qu r &:8&)

Also, the Prophef{peace be upon hisaid <<(The
Angel) Gabriel continued tairge me to treat neighbous

kindly and politey, so much that | thought he would order

meto make thenmy heirs.>$"

The Prophet also saick<Anyone who believes in
Allah and the Last Day should not harm hisighbour

and anyone who believes in Allah and the Last Day should

entertain guests generoushnd anyone who believes |i
Allah and the Last Day shoukhy what is good or keep

quiet.>>*

One oft h e P r neighbbars dsed to throw trash

on him regularly, as he passed Bnce when she did n
do this, he inquired about heroncerned that sonteng
was wrong. Hdound her illin bed,and when she thoug

he would display anger or vengeance, she was surprised t

find him merciful despite all her rudbehaviourtowards

40. This translation of the meaning of this verse was taken frbenGlorious|
Qu r ptranslated (meanings rendered) by Muhammad M. Pickthall, Ista
Cagri Yayinlari, 1996 (Editor)

41. Narrated by Bukhari, Hatli no. 6014 and Muslim Hadith no. 2624

42. Narrated by Bukhari, Hadith no. 6018 and Muslim, Hadith no. 47

nbul:
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him. She then embraced Islam because of his kind
Remember, kindness t@ghbouss is rewarded by Allah.

The Prophet(peace be upon himtaught many

NESS

practical good manners, including the virtue of adopting

the correct manners for eating and drinking. These ing

eating witho n erigh$ hand and not finding fault with the

food but rather being satisfied with itf. you like the food,
you should eat itbut if you have no appetite for ityou
should leave itn the dishwithout criticizing it. This ig
both out of respect for the blessing of the food and in ¢
not to hurt the delings of the person who cookedoit

offeredit. It is also preferredor us toeat with others and

not alone, either by eating with family or by inviting

poor person to eat withs The wordsfin the name of

Allaho (in  Arabic, bismillah) should be sdi before
beginning to eat, andiAl | prai se be

I
(Alhamdulilldh) after the meal in order that people
remember the blessing they have been given and the

who provided it. The Prophdpeace be upon hijralso
prohibited people from blowing oriood or drink or
breathing onto it, out of respect for others who may
sharing it and to avoid thepread of contagious diseases

Islam also enjoins both physical and spiritua
cleanliness. It encourages tha¢ keep outodes clean,

and our clothes ad shoesas well Islam has guide
82
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Muslims for their wellbeing, even to theninutesdetail.
For example, a Muslim is encouraged to wash thorou
after using thetoilet, clean his or her teeth often
(especially with thesiwak, or toottbrush), and shower
after sexual relations.

Concerning spiritual p
the soul be straightened and corrected and that the he
purified from spite, malice, jealousy, pride and inequity
calls for integrity of heart and love, affection andrhlity
towards people. It instructs that the tongue be pur
from lying, backbiting, slander, and insult. It should t
be replaced with truthfulness and softness in speech.

ghly

ur
art b
y. It

fied
hen
Islan

encourages unifyso much so that a Muslim is encouraged

to give as manyexcusesas he couldor suspected ba|
behaviour or speech on the part lms or her fellow
Muslim. Also, the wealth, property, and life of a Mus

d

im

areheldsacredthis means that no one else has the right to

interfere wi t h t hese ress

permission The enormity of s such as slander anpd

backbitingis emphasized n many ver se

anda chapter ©Qurn das dedicdtdn)daon

this very subject

We should restrairour eyesfrom looking at that to

which they arenot entitled (such as the private parts

t

S

of
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others),and we should keep ouears from listening t
loose and immoral taJincluding lewd lyrics

The Qurdan praises and
criticizes ignorancesaying that it leads to destruction,

commands people to action and dynamism while

prohibiting wasteful talk and laziness.

O

It also orders that children be born within a legal

marriage and that sexual desire be controlled
contained within these parameters.

To uphold the family structure drthe weltbeing of
society, the Qurdan proh
of the wor st as s aranddignityoltns

and

i b
a

something which causes disease and produces childre

who are looked umn by soci ety als

Likewise, he Qur 6an forbids e

fornication so it prohibits looking at pornographic

vV e

pictures and being alone with women who are not glose
relatives™ It also commands that men should lower their

gaze from looking or staring at women whom theywe
no right to look atMuslim women thus enjoy protectio
and security and can be confident that a Muslim man
not even look at heif not permitted to The same
prohibitiors hold for women gazing at men unlawfully.

43.Cl ose relatives are menbdés mot he
84
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With this samereasoning, Islamrgoins morality in

behaviour and appearance. Fashions that reduce women 1

sex objects are not acceptable. Islaneding is a means

of protection from unwanted external attention. Allah s
in the Qurodan:

[O Prophet, tell your wives and daughters ahd t

believing women that they should cast their outer
garments over their bodies so that they should be
known and not molestédQ u r 8359)

ays

That means with their husbands women may wear

whatever they wish in the privacy of their own hom

where theywill receive only the type of attention they

desire.

Islam urgegnen to be kind to their wives, Allah sa
in the Qurdan:

[He created mates from among yourselves for you
to dwell intranquillity with them, and He has put
love and mercy between your hedrfQu r 8 n
21)

Prophet Muhamma(peace be upon hinsaid:<<The
best of you are those who are kindest to their wirés.

44. Narrated by Ibn Majah, hadith no. 1978
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This is becauseone can be kind in public whe
everyone is watching, yet be mean and cruel at h

Islam holds Muslims accounti@beven in this situation

where their true nature may be revealed. This is the
test of morabehaviour

ome.

true

In Islam, the wife retains her independent legal status

and family name. She is not the property of her husba
anyway, but she has many rigidue to her fromhim, as
he doedrom her.

InIslam, itisthe husbadds o bl i gati o
a valuablegift at the time of marriage. The groom m

nd in

present the bride with a marriage dowry. The bride retains

her dowry even if she is later divorcdde must suppor

his wife and children financially thereafter. The wife is

never obliged to act as a-poovider for the family unless

she herself voluntarily
sole responsibility to support his family financially.dsi
gives women (whether married, divorced or single)
right to inherit, own and trade.

Polygyny (having more than one wife) is permitted
Islam as a solution to social problems. It addresses
problem of orphans and widows in society. It is alg
solution which promotes honesty and matrimot
trustworthiness (especially within the family) for thg
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who have a desire or need for more than eegual
partner,instead of having one wife aridking mistresses
Thus, instead of having an extramaritaffaaf Islam
requires the man to take responsibility for his acti
Islam limits Polygynyto a maximum of four wives at or

~

4

DNS.
ne

time. However, it requires the husband to maintain

absolute equality in his treatment of his wives, caring
each financially andemotionally in the same ex3
manner. It should be noted that if a woman is unhapy
this situation, and she fears that she will be unablelfib
her responsibilities to her husband as well as to Allah
could optout of the marriageA man is notallowed to
force her to remain married.

for
ct
Dy in

she

Islam is a religion of moderation. Although divorce is

allowed when necessary, family unity is encouraged.

For

example, in the event of a divorce, the two spouses are

encouraged to bring arbitrators from their fammtembers

to help reconcilethem Islam discourages divorce, Yy
recognizes the rights of both partners to end {
matrimonial relationship if circumstances dictate
Prophet Muhammadpeace be upon himsaid: <<A
believing man should not hate a beliey woman. If he

et
heir
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dislikes one of her traits he will be pleased with

another>>*

Therefore Islam is realistic about the option
divorce yet also encourages solutions to hold the mart
together.

It is clear that women in Islam are hamed for their
roles as mothers. Islam acknowledges that a wa
sacrifices her life for her children, and thus she is give
honaur above that of the father.

The Qurbéan also call s
of human Ife and specifically mentions that the takinfy
an innocent life is one of the worst and most hide
crimes. The Prophdpeace be upon hinfiorbade breaking
the bones of a dead perssn what about the taking of ¢
i nnocent l' i fe? The Qur oda
an Oeye f alinjusies, hevevwerdargé ar sma
unless the family of the person killed or the injured pe
accepts financial compensation instead.

The Qurdan commands th
wealth be safe and inviolable and therefore prohibits t
bribery, usury and deception. It calls for moderation
spending and so forbids extravagance, lavishness ar

45. Narrated by Muslim, Hadith nb467
8¢
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squandering of money while at the same time forbidging
the hoarding and amassing of wealth. It calls for balance

and commands that people shouldtme be greedy

stingy and covetous nor extravagant and wasteful.

encouragepeople toseektheir means of livelihood an
for their provision in lawful ways such as buying, selli

It
d

ng

and renting (activities that bring financial or material

benefit to allparties concernedfAs mentioned Islam als
safeguard the rights and needs of the poor, espec

0
ally

those of them who are relatives r i n one:
community, so that they do not have to go elsewhere to

seek help.

Islam promotes the protection of good lieand has

therefore commanded that only wholesome and nutritious

food be eatenand eaten imoderationand has prohibite
the consumption of all harmful food and drink such
pork, carrion tobacco alcohol and other intoxican
(mind-altering substares),and so forth. It also prescrib
fasting which has many benefits for the body, especi
thedigestive system

The Prophe{peace be upon hininstructed that eve
animals be treated fairly and with kindness, instrug
that they should be fed andatered and promising th
such action would be rewarded on the Day
Resurrection. He also instructed that they should ng
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made to carry a burden more than they could bear
tormented or caused undue suffering or killed unless
were harmful. Ifan animal is to be slaughtered as f
then it should not be slaughtered in front of other anin
to avoidcausingundue suffering.

Islam maintains respectfor the personeven after
death. When aJuslim dies, he or she must be bur
according to the &dition taught by Prophet Muhamm
(peace be upon hinThe body of the person is wash
and perfumed. Then it is wrapped in two pieces of w
cloth and the body is buried facittgeK a 6 b a h

We are advised to hold the bodye ¢ e agerdlyltd
ensurethat its bones do not break. Before and after
burial, people are encouraged to pray that Allah for
the deceased and admit him or her into paradise.
prohibits sitting on or walking over the grave, in anot
sign of respect for the dead

9C
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XIIl. Islam and other Religions

Onemayaski | f all true rel.i
message, hamely the worshipAdfah alone,thenwhy do
we findsuchdi f f erences bet wee

gi

n

that the original forms of these earlier messages ere
either los or distorted by later generations. Consequently,

the pure messages bfonotheism became polluted w
myths, superstitions, idolatry and irrational philosoph
beliefs hence, those religions no longeepresent th
embodi ment of A Howevér,@\lkah, thes
Compassionate, did not leave human beingghout
guidance He ultimately sent Prophet Muhammadpeace
be upon himn to revive the original message and to
human beings back to the correct path: belief in the un
Oneness ofAllah and worship of Him according to H
teachings mentioned in tli@u r 8Cansequently, Islam
the sealand completiorof all religions, theQ u r d@sahe
sealand completionof all revealed books, and Propl
Muhammad (peace be upon himis the seal of a
prophet$ the final prophet
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XIV. ElevenFactsabout Jesus In
Islamic Teachings

The Qu r @a@es not present a detailbbgraphyof
Jesugpeace be upon himHowever, it does highlight th

e

important aspects of his birth, his miracles, his mission

and hisascension. Th® u r i6 acoount of Jesus' ministry

confirms most of his miracles mentioned in the Bible and

identifies some not mentioned in the Bibléhat we know
aboutthe pophet Jesus Christan be divided intdwo
topics: his personality and his memge Eeven facts are
detailed below

What you should know about Jesus
1. The status of Jesus in Islam
Islam teaches that Prophet Jefusace be upon hin

-

is one of the most respected prophets because of his effort

in spreading th&Vord of Allah. It displays a true spirit @

—

love towards him and his mother Mary. There is not a

single disparaging remark against the Prophet Jpsage
be upon him or any other prophet in the enti@u r
nor in other Islamic literature or Islamic history books.
anevidence of praistor Jesugpeace be upon hinis that
the story of Jesufeace be upon hijand his mother i

92
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mentioned in three places in tQeu r :0Chapters 3, 4nd
19. In fact, Chapter 19, an entire chapter ofGhe r 03
calleddViaryamd(Mary) in herhonour*®

Another evidence of praise is that the name of Prq
Jesus(peace be upon hims mentioned 25 times in th
Qu r Bthixis in contrast to the mention of Prop
Muhammad (peace be upon hin whose name |
mentioned only 5 times. Thisgures that Islanmonous alll
prophets for the message they haveommon; it did no
discard one mphet with the advent of another.

Jesugpeace be upon hinis referred to in th€@ u r
with many titles,Ibn Maryam (the Son of Mary),the
Messiah (the anoted one),6Abdulldh (slave of Allah),
andRasool Aléh (the messenger of Allah).

This praise and glorification agree with what Je
(peace be upon himis reported to have said in Jog

14:16" describing theprophetthat would succeed him:

fiHe will glorify me.d

46. The reader may observe that out of 66 books of the Protestant and
the Roman Catholics, this honour is not found given to Mary in the Chr
Bible. Also, not one of them is named after Mary or her sBhri¢t in Islam
by Dr. Ahmad Deeda, p . 11) We may also n
is named after any of Prophet Mu

47. New International Version (NIV) & the King James Version (KJV)
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2. The Beginning of hisLineage

The Qu r i6 acoount of Jesufeace be upon hin
starts with the story of his mother, MarWhen she
conceived her,he mother of Mary vowed to dedicate her
child (Mary) to the worship oAllah and His service in
Jerusalem.

-

When Mary grew up, she was very righteo&he

dedicated herself to the worship of Allah and was supplied

with provision from Allah. Therefore, it is no mystery|as
to why she was chosen to be the mother of JeBus
Qu r i6 &erses read:

/[Remerbery when the wife ofdmran [the
mother of Mary said: My Lord, | have vowed to
you what is in my womldevoted to your worship
and service in Jerusalem. So accept this from me
Verily, you are theHearer and Knower of all
things

Then, when she gave thirto her (Mary) she said:
My Lord, | hae given birth to a female child
and Allah was well aware of what she had
delivered- and the male is not like the female
have named her Maryam (Mary), and | s&@kir
protection for her and her tdpring from &tan,
the outcast So her Lord accepted her most

94
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graciously and soundly nurtured her under the
care of Zacharih (Zakariyya) whenever
Zachariah visited her in her place of worship he
would find her supplied with sustenarf€eHe
said O Mary, from where ha you got this? She
said From Allah; truly Allah gives without
counting to whom He so wil[§Qu r 8:8%37)

It is interesting to see that when the Mother of M
conceived, she was a bit disappointed that she did not

a son. This was because died always wished that h'::r
tle

child be dedicated to the worship of Allah. However, li
did she know that this very child would be extren
righteous, and end up being the mother of Jesus. Thi
better for her than géam
Allahwas wel | aware of Jwhat

3. The Status of Mary
Mary is very highly respected in Islarllah says:

[And when the Angels said: O Markllah has
chosen you and purified you and chosen you
above all women. O Mary, worship youord
devouly and prostrate yourself and bow doyn
prayel] with those who bow down. This is a part

48.1 t is mentioned in the exegensre
out-of-season fruit.
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of the tidings of the unseen whid¥e reveal unto
you by inspiratio.(Qu r 8:d42¥44)
4. The Newsabout Jesus
(Peacebe upon him

When Mary approached adulthoahe was informe
about thehonourof bearingthis nobleson well before hi
birth. It was the angel Gabri¢peace be upon hinwho

|oN

Uy

appeared to her with this news. The following verses in
the Qu r a@escribe the dialogue between Mary and|the

angels:

[And when the angels said: O Mary, veriflah
gives you glad tidings of a word from Him whose
name is the Messiah, Jesus, sha of Mary, held

in honourin this world and in thénereafter, and
one of those brought near Adlah. He will speak
to the peoplevhile in the cradle, and in maturity,
and he ioneof the righteousShe said: My Lord
how could | have a son when no man hashed
me? He said: So it shall be Allah creates
whatsoever He wills. If He decrees something, He
saystoitBe anditis] (Qu r 8:d4547)

9¢
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5. TheBirth of Jesus
(Peacebe upon him

Mary conceived this child miraculously (the first
miracle) and retired to a distant place where she waited for
the birth of her child. This amazing story is related to Us in
chapterl9of the Qudb amMar yamoé ( Mar y|) :

[So she conceived him and withdrew with him to
a far place.And the pains of childbirth drove her
to the trunk of a palm tree. She said: Would that |
had died before iR, forgotten and out of sight.
Then he (Jesus) called to her frdmelow her,
saying Do not grieve your Lord has placed a
rivulet beneath you. And shake the trunk of the
palm tree towards you, causing ripe dates to fall
down to youSo eat and drink and rejoice, and if
you see any human being, sayerily, | have
voweda fast unto the AlMerciful, so I shall not
speak to any human being this daQu r 4% n
22-26)
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6. SubsequentMiracles of Jesus
(Peacebe upon him

Prophet Jesufpeace be upon hinwas blessed wit
the ability to perform many miracles. This suppdrtas
claim that he was prophet fromAllah. Allah Almighty
saysinth®@ur 6 an

[We gave Jesus the son of Mary the clear signs
and supported him with thiaoly Spirit] (Qu r 6 a
2:87)

Muslims do not hesitate acceptthe fact that Jesus

-

(peace be upon i) performed miracles. At the same

time, Muslims do not elevate Jeqp&ace be upon hinto
the position ofAllah or describe him as théson of God

or consider him to beanything more than a divinely

inspired mana messenger and prophet of Allah

The same applies to all the prophets, since man
them were blessed with different miracles as well.

The First Miracle

The first miracleassociated witlesugpeace be upo
him) was that he was born from a mother without

human intervention (father)Allah gave the divine

command 6Bed and he was
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TheQu r @nantions the miraculous creation of both

Adam and Jesug§peace be upon himn the following
verse:

[Truly, the likeness of JesusAflahd s s i g ht
likeness of Adam, He created him fromstd
Then, He said to himBe! and he wag (Qu r 6 a
3:59)

TheQur m@mt i ons nirhcaldusbidhedslu s
not change the state of simannessthat is, he did ng
evolvefrom a humarbeing tobecomeAllah or to be ason
of Allah, because, rationgil if that is the case, then Adgm
would have a greater right to suchlamnour since he was
born without a human father or mother

Another Miracle was that Allah gave Jesus (one| of
only three peoplehat Allah chosefor this) the ability to
talk while stil an infant a blessing which helped save his
mother from the harsh slander of her own community
This remarkable story is narrated intfDes r :6 a n

[Then she brought him to her people, carrying
him. They said: O Mary, indeed you have
committed somethinguly outrageousO sister of
Aaron, your father was not a man who committed
fornication and adulterynor was your mother an
unchaste woman. So she pointed to him. They

=]
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said: How can we talk to some®mmho is a child

in the cradle?He said: Verily, | am thelave of
Allah. He has given me the scripturand made
me a prophet And He has made me blessed
wherever | may be, and enjoined on me prayers
and charity as long as | remain alivdutiful to

my mother, andHe has not made me proud
perverse or unblessednd may peace be on me
the day | was born, and the day | die, and the day
| shall be raised alivé.(Qu r @%27-33)

SubsequentMiracles

Other miracles performed by Jes(meace be upo
him) are also mentioned in tligu r :6 a n

[Allah will say [on the Dayof Resurrectiof: O
Jesus son of Mary, remember my fawoto you
and to your mother, when | supported you with
the holy Spirit, so that you spoke to the people
while you were in the cradle and in matufity
and remember when | taught you the scripture
and wisdony® the Torah and the Gosp¥i and

49. This means that Jesus (peace and blessings be upon him) called p¢
worship Allah both when he was a baby in the cradle, and also wh
reached adulthood.

50. 6 Wi sdomdé here means t he c ofreligom. {
10C
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remember when you fashioned birds out of clay
by My permission, and after you breathed into it,
it became a bird by My permission, and
remember when you healed those born blind and
the lepers by My permissipandremember when
you broughtraised the dead[to life] by My
permission. And remember when | restrained the
children of Israel from yo@iwhen they decided to
kill him but Allah raised him up when you came
to them with clear proofs, but the disbelievers
said This is nothing but evident madi¢Qu r 6 a
5:110)

Indeed, the Islamiaccount of the miraclelsestowed
on Jesusdescribes more miracles thdhose known tg
Christians. Also, facts 10 and 11 below ate/o more

miracles associated with Jesus and hisasléhe Messiah.

Important Note

As shown in previous verse, it was emphasized
mentioning each miracle that whenever Jesus perforn
miracle, he informed the people that it was ANah's
permission. He made it clear to his followers that he
not doing the miracle by himself.

51. It is the original form of revelation given to Jesus (peace and blessi
upon him). According to Qurdani
scriptures.
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As Dr. Philips points out:

There are texts in the New Testament which confirm

that Jesus did not act on his own. Jesus is quoted in
5: 30 s aanofmme owi delf do nothing...In acts
2:22, Paul writes: "Men ofstael, hear these words: Je
of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mi
works and wonders andgsis which God did through
him in your midst, as you yourselves know?

7.Humannessof Jesus
(Peacebe upon him

Islam forbidsthe ckification of humanbeings ¢oing

to excess in the exaltation of humsd prophets or

othewised to the point where theyseem divine).
Addressing both the Jews and the Christiddigh says in
theQur 6 an
[O people of the scriptuf® do not commit
excesses in your relign nor say other than the
truth aboutAllah. Jesus Christ, the son of Mary,
was certainly no more than a messengeAltdh,
His Word which He bestowed on Mary, and a

52. The True Message of Jesus Chis5
53. Allah begins this sacred verse Wwia word of respect, with which t
Jews and the Christians are addressed as learned people, people wi
received revelation in the form of scripture.
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spirit from Him. So believe irAllah and His
messengers, and do not sdyT h r e e oetter |
for you to desist. VerihAllah is (the only) one
God. Exalted is He above having a son. To Him
belongs all that is in the heavens atie earth.
And Allah is sufficient as GuardiariThe Messiah
will never disdain to be a slave Aflah,>* nor the
angels who are close to Him. Whosoever disdains
worshipping Him and is proud and haughty, He
will certainly gather them all unto HimsebBo, as
for those who believed and did deeds of
righteousness, He will give them their rewards;
and more out oHis bounty But as for those that
refused to worship Him and were proud, He will
punish them with a painful punishment, and they
will not find for themselves besidédlah any
protector or helper. humanking manifest proof
has come to you from your Lordlye have ent
down to you a clear lighfthe Qu r h @&sfor
those who believed iallah, and held fast to Him,
He will surely admit them to mercy from Him,
and bounty, and will guide them to Him on a
straight path] (Qu r @:4%-175)

54 The meaning of slavery in |sl g
meaning of worshipd
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Prophet Muhammadpeace be um him) warned
against thedeification of humans. He sai&<O people
beware of going to excesses in religion, for verily peq
before you were destroyed for going to excesse
religion>>%°

Being a human prophet, Jes(meace be upon hin

did not callpeople to worship himAllah informs us in the

Qu r dhatmn the Day of Judgment he will gather all
nations in front oHimself andHe will ask theMessenger
how they were received by their peoples and what
said to them. Among those who are gpto be questione
is Jesugpeace be upon him

[And whenrAllah says (on the Day of Judgment):
O Jesus, son of Mary, did you saypepple:Take
me and my mother as gods besid#ah? He will
say: Glory be to you! It is not for me to say what |
have no ight to. Had | indeed said it, you would
surely have known it. You know what is in myself
and | do not know what is iviourself. Truly,You
alone are theKnower of the hidden and unseen.
Never did | say to them anything except W
commanded me to saWorshipAllah, my Lord
and your Lord. And | was a witness over them

55. Narated by Ibn Majah (3029) and-&ha s © 0 i (3057)
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while | remained among them, but whésu took
me up to Yourself, You, Yourself, were the
Watcher over them anW¥ou are theWitness over
all things. If you punish them, they are your
slawes, and if you forgive them, verily onfpu
are the AltMighty, the AWise.ThenAllah will
say: This Day whereon the truthful benefit from
their truthfulness. They will havgardens under
which rivers flow, abiding therein forevefllah

is wellpleasel with them and they are well
pleased with Him. That is the ultimate triumjph.
(Qur 6:416119)

8.J e s Braplethood

The Islamic view of Jesugeace be upon hinis a
moderate one, as lies between two extremes. The Je
rejected Jesu@eace be upohim) in his roleas a pophet
of Allah and called him an impostor. The Christians on
other hand, considered him to be the son of @dk&h),

PWS

the

and O6ocdrnated i nand s lzega
worshipping him. Islam considers Jeqgeace be upo
him) as me of the greategrophets ofAllah.

Allah says

[Christ, son of Mary, was no more than a
messenger, who was preceded by many
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messengers, his mother was a \@onattributed
with full truth®® They bothate food See how
Allah makes His signs clear to theyet see in
what ways they are deluded away from the ttuth.
(Qur 6:39)
9. TheMission of Jesus
(Peacebe upon him

Now one might ask: what was the real missior
Jesus accordingto tligu r D a n

Jesugpeace be upon hinpropagatd the message of
Monatheism, the Worship ofAllah alone in the way

of

prescribed in the Gospels. He worked hard to propagate

this message, and talked to everyabeut it Allah says:

[And he speaks to the people while in the cradle
and in maturity, and he ieneof the righteos]

(Qur 8:46)
The prophecy of Muhammagpeace be upon hipas

a successor to Christ was a partJoé s us 6 Afll@hs s ¢

saysinth@ur 6 an

[And when Jesus, the son of Mary, said: O
Children of Israel, | am the messenger Alfah

56. She never claimed that she was a mother of God, nor that her sq
God. She was a pious, virtuous woman.
10€
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sent unto you, confining the Torah before me,
and giving glad tidings of a messenger to come
after me, whose name shall be Ahmadut
when he (Muhammad) has come to them with
clear proofs, they said: This is mere mapic.

(Qu r 61a6)

Though the Bible has beesitereda great deal it
contains remnants of the original true message revea
Prophet Jesugpeace be upon himin this regard, th
messenger of whom Jes{meace be upon hingave glad
tidings and prophecies is still referred to in both the
and new testamés of the Bible.(See chapteKV of this
book,&Muhammad in the Bib@

Jesugpeace be upon hinwas a link in a long line g
prophets and messengers sent Aljah to various
civilizations and nations whenever they needed guid
or deviated from the tehings ofAllah. Jesugpeace be
upon hin) was sentby Allah especiallyto preach tothe
Jews who had deviated from the teachings of Mo

(peace be upon himand othemessengerslust @ he was

supported byAllah miraculouslyin his conception, birth
ard childhood, he was also supported by nume

57. Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessing be upon him) had several
60Ahmadd bei nbyutonéeMuwha mradmb-knovsr. t h g
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miracles to prove that he was a messenger fAdlah.

However, the majority of the Jews rejected his ministry.

It must be realized that Jesus Christ, the son of M
was the last in the line of prophetentto the Jewish
people (See chaptexV)

10.J e s Assedision

Jesusd ascension is th
to Jesugpeace be upon hinwhen he was on earth. T
Jews attempted to kill himAllah replaced him with
another person who looked like hidesugpeace be upo
him) was not killed or crucified but raised #llah. In
fact, it was thiotherperson that was killed. To this day
is thought by Christians that Jesus himself was the
who was killed.

Allah saysinth€u r 6 a n

[And they saidWe killed the Messiallesus son

of Mary, Messenger dllah, but they did not Kill
him or crucify him, but that is how it appeared to
them. Verily, those who disagree with this matter
are in doubt and have no knowledge oftitey
follow speculation. Téy certainly did not Kkill
him. Certainly, Allah raised him yllah is All-
Mighty andAll-Wise] (Qu r &:45v-158)

10¢
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11.The SecondComing of Jesus
(Peacebe upon him

In Islamic teachings there is clear evidence indica
the secondcoming of Jesugpeace be upon hiinbefore
the FinalHour and this is aradditionalandfinal miracle
for Jesugpeace be upon himHe will come back not g
God, & the Christians believe, but as JesAdahd
messenger anglave as healways beenThe purpose Q
his comng will be to correct the misconceptig

[72)

ting

=

surrounding his message and mission. According fo a

statemenbf Prophet Muhammagpeace be upon himhe
will stay for forty years, and these will be the happ
years of life on this earth. At that time, thoseowad

iest

misconceptions about him will correct their understanding

and believe in him as a messenger, not asdheof God
(Allah). It is narrated by Abu Huy@att® may Allah be
pleased with him, that the MessengerAtihh (peace be
upon hin) said:<<By theone in whose hanid my soul, it
will not be long before the son of Mary descends ama

58. Abu Hurayrah was one of the closest Companions of the Pr
Muhammad [geace be upon hjmit should be noted that the words, actia
and tacit approvals of Prophet Muhammad have been narrated K
Companionsand have subsequently been recorded. A Companion, accqg
to the majority of scholars, is one who has met personally with Pr
Muhammad during his lifetime and was a Muslim at the time of meeting
Thus one will find much of the history of the Bh®et peace be upon him
through such narrations, called the Hadith.
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you, a just judge andiler. He will break the croskill the

swineandabolishthe tribute paid by Jews and Christians.

Money will be so plentiful that no one widlccept it. At
that time a single prostration will be better than this w
and everything in i&>°

Abu Hurgyrah then saidfi Re a d I f y
following verse otheQu r ) a n

[And verily there is no one from among the
people of the scriptuf® exceptthat he will
believe in him before his dea@nd on the Day of
Resurrection he will be a witness over thepm.
( Qur 6189 4 :

orld

O u

In anothemarrationAbu Hurayrahsaid i Amon g t

things which Prophet Muhammgageace be upon hin
was recorded to have saielgarding Prophet Jesus' ret

-

Jrn

is the following <<There will be no prophet between me

and Jesus, and he will return. When he does, you
know him. He will be a welbuilt man of ruddy
complexion and he will descend wearing a {pvece
garment. His haiwill look wet, though no water touchg
it. He will fight people to establish Islam and he will bre

59. This is because with the advent of Jesus (peace be upon him), peoj
know with certainty that the final hour is very near.
60. Jews and Christians
61. Narrated by Bukhari (3448)
11C
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the cross, kill thswineand cancel thgzyah® During his
time, Allah will destroy all religions except Islam and
Antichris® will be killed. Jesa will remain on earth fq
forty years, and when he dies, Muslims will pray
funeral prayer for hine>%

Jesus' return will be one of tsegnsof the coming of
Day of Judgmentlt is the last miracléo begiven to him
before he dies.

62. Itis the tax taken from Christians and Jews in lieu of living under Mu
protection.
63 The Antichrist is also called

that he is Allah (may He be Glorified), and he will be followed by igno
people but Prophet Jesus (peace be upon him) will find him and kill him.
64. Narrated by Abu Dawood (4324)
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XV. Muhammad in the Bible®
26 proofs from the Bible on
Muhammad's Prophethood

The Biblical prophecies on the advent of the Pro
Muhammadpeacebe upon himpare evidence of the tru
of Islam for people who believe in the Bibl8efore
addressingheseprophecies, thdollowing points slould
be brought tdhereader's attention:

bhet
th

Islamic teachings gave a criterion for accepting or not

accepting portions or passages from the Bible.
criterion is provided in the following verse of tQeu r 6

[And unto you We have raled the Scripture
with the truth, confirming whatever Scripture was
before it, and atrustworthy witnessover it..]
Qur 6:49)

This verse emphasizes two main aspects ofQther 6 a

a) The Qu r &anfirms those teachings or passage
previous scripires which remained intact.

65. This chapterwas compiled frorMuhammad in the Bibleéy Dr. Jamal
Badawi and/Vhat the Bible says about MuhamnigdDr. Ahmed Deedat
112
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b) The Qu r Gsatime last, complete, authoritative and

authentic revelation fromllah. It is the final arbiter

and the only criterion to correct any inaccuracy or

misinterpretation which might have occurred in
transmissiorof scriptures througkhe ages. With this
it helps to discover, expo®, and discloe human
additions or interpolations of previous revelati
prior to its revelation (th€ u r )Y ladeed one of th
names of th& u r s al4furgéan (the criterion which
distinguishes between right and wrong, truth

falsehood).

It follows, therefore, that a Muslim has no reason to re
the essence of any passage in the Bible if such a pass
confirmed by theQu r 6Fomexample, we read in t
New Testament a reiion of one of the Te
Commandments:

i And Jesus answered
commandments is hear, O Israel; the Lord our God ig
Lordo (Mark 12:29)

A Muslim who reads this passage in fBai r &amn

find no objection to its essence. After all tigurd a
confirms:

[Say He is Allah, the One and OnlyG¢d)
(Qur ai2:nA)
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If, however, a Muslim reads in the Bible (or other
previous scriptures for that matter) accusations of major
moral sins levied against great prophets or doctrines which
are totally egated in th& u r Gthee Muslim accepts only
the Qu r i0 gension as the original unaduiséed truth
revealed by Allah

Likewise, if the Bible (or other scriptures) contains
apparent prophecies about the advent of Prgphet
Muhammad, and if th&® u r &aenfitms that fact, then
there is nothing unusual or objectionable in referring to
such prophecies.

Describing true believers, th® u r Gs@tag.Those
who follow the unletteréd prophet whom they will find
described in the Torah and the Gospel which areh it
them. He will enjoin on them that which is right and forbid
them that which is wrong, and he will make lawful|for

66. Prophet Muhamad (peace and blessings be upon him) was illiterate
(could neither read nor write). No human had ever taught him a word{ The
wisdom behind his unlettered status is to repel false accusations that the
Qur dan was written or autcéleumodhin)y F
It shall be noted that there were no Aralsinguage Bibles in existence in the
6th Century of the Christian Era, when Muhammad lived and preathed.
Indeed, Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) was educated through (th
Qur 6 an) himbyHs Creador, tontaining things that no other human
being could have known. Additionally, the Messenger of Allah was the best of
humanity in every aspect of his character, including his intellectual skills.

114
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them all good things and prohibit for them oniat is

foul: and he will relieve them of their burden and the

fetters. Those who believe imm, honour and help him

and follow the light which is sent down with him are |the

successful.(Qu r @:45Y)
The original Bible given té’rophets Moses and Jes

us

(peace and blessiadpe upon them) contained a complete

and clear profile of the advent ¢frophet Muhammad

(peace be upon himEven in its present form(s), the Bible

still contains several such prophegias will be shown in

the forthcoming chapters. Quoting Prophet Jépaace be

upon him), theQu r &tatas:

[And when Jesus, son of Margics O Children

of Israel | am the messenger of Allah to you,
confirming that which was (revealed) before me
in the Torah, and bringing good tidings of a
messenger who will come after me, whose name
is Ahmad (the praised one)But when he
(Muhammad) conseto them with clear proofs,
theysay This is mere magif(Qu r 61a6)

Main Attributesof Mu ha mmad 6 s
Profile in the Bible

The main elements in Mu h a mm gufées as
depicted in the Bible argeven
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locations in the Christian Gospel Barnabasin chapters
39, 41, 44,54, 55, 97, 112, 136, 166d220.

Consider the following explicit quote from chapter 165

No g bk wbd

His name
His characteristics
The location fronwhich he was t@merge
Themessagé¢o berevealed throughim
Fulfilment of prophecies which hieretold
The time when he was &ppear
Theunique proof

1. His Name

Prophet Muhammads mentioned by name iten
locations in the Christian Gpel

Prophet Muhammad is mentioned by name in

The disciples answerediO Master, who shh
that man be of whom you speak, who shall come
into the world® Jesus answered with joy of heart:
AHe i s Muhammad,; Messe
he comes into the world, even as the rain makes
the earth to bear fruit when for a long time it has
not rained,even so shall he be occasion of good
works among men, through the abundant mercy

11€
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which he shall bring. For he is a white cloud full
of the mercy of God, which mercy God shall
sprinkk upon the faithful

It is a fact thatthe Trinitarian church ds done it$

utmost to obliteratall existing copies othe Gospel o
Barnabasand tohide it from the masses or to label i
forgery.

2. His Characteristics
In Deuteronomy 18, Moses stated that God told him:

I will raise up for them a prophet like ydtom
among their brother¥ | will put my words in his
mouth, and he will tell them everything |
command him. If anyone does not listen to my
words that the prophet speaks in my name, |
myself will call him to account. (Deuteronomy
18:1819)

From these vees we conclude that the prophet in

prophecy must have the following three characteristics:

First, hat he will be like Mosefeace be upon him

67. When these words were spoken, they veetdressed to the Israelites. T|
mo st notable fAbrethrendo of |l sr ac¢
second son Isaac), are the Ishmaelites (descendants of Abraham thro
first son Ishmael).
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Second, hat he will come from the brothers of the

Israelites, the Ishmaelites.
Third, that God will putHis words into the mouth of

this prophet, and that he will declare what God commands

him.

—

Let us examine these three characteristics in depth:

2. A prophet like Mose¢peace be upon him

There were hardly any two prophets who were
much alike as Mosesxd Muhammadpeace and blessiag

SO

be upon them)Both were given a comprehensive law and
code of life. Both encountered their enemies and were

victorious in miraculous ways. Both were accepted

as

prophets and statesmen. Both migrated following
conspiraciesto assassinate them. Analogies between

Moses and Muhammad (peace and blessing upon

them) overlook not only the above similarities but other

crucial ones as well. These include the natural birth
family life, and death of Moses and Muhamm@eace
and blessingbe upon themboth died the natural death

Some peopléhink that this prophecy refers Rrophet
Jesugpeace be upon hinbut simply cannot beérue The

the

following ten points of comparison between Prophets

=)

Moses, Muhammad and Jegpsace anthlessing be upo
11¢
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them)demonstratehat Prophet Jesi{peace be upon hiy
does not fit this particular prophecy. It would clarify

-

the

identity of Nt hat Prophet

(peace be upon him This comparison is sedvident.
Following arethe detai:.

Birth

The birth of Jesus(peace be upon himwas
miraculous. According to Christian and Muslim beliefs
was miraculously born of the Virgin Maf}. However,
both Moses and Muhammad (peace and blessiagipon
them) were born in the usual nmar the physica
association of man and womanherefore, Jesus is n
like Moses, but Muhammad is like Moses (peace
blessing be upon them).

68 1 n the Gospel of St . cakvha todethes, (Joséy
the Carpenter and Mary) she was
St. Luke tells us that when the good news of the birth of a holy sor
announced to her, Mary reasoned:
man? And tk angel answered and said unto her, the Holy Ghost shall
upon thee, and the power of the

The Holy Qurdéan confirms the mir
terms. See chaptterdexsluvs 6 6(lple & caec th
It shall be noted that it is not necessary for Allah to plant a seed in n
animal. He merely wills it and it comes into being. This is the correct vie
the conception and the birth of Jesus.
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Parents

Moses had a father and a mother. Muhammad
had a father and a mother. But Jesus had only a m

also
othe

and no human father. Therefore, Jesus is not like Mpses

but Muhammad is like Moses (peace and blessing be
them).

Marital status
Both Moses and Muhammad (peace and blessin

upor

g be

upon them) were married and had children. There is no
record of marriageand offspring in the case of Jesus
(peace be upon himTherefore, Jesus is not like Mosgs,

but Muhammad is like Moses (peace and blessing be
them)

Death

Both Moses and Muhammad (peace and blessieg

upon them) dieddue tonatural causes and wererked.
The end of the mission of Jesus on earth was unu

upor

sual

being raised up to the heavens according to Islamic belief,

crucifixion according to Christian belié}. According to
Christians, Jesudiedfor the sins of the world, buMoses|
did not have to @& for the sins of the world. He a
Muhammad diedlue tonatural caused herefore, Jesus

69. This subject was discusbén an earlier section.
12C

hd
is




121; Islam is Your Birthright

not like Moses, but Muhammad is like Moses (peace
blessing be upon them).

Prophethood

Jesus(peace be upon himwas regarded by lat¢
Christians as the Son &od and not as a prophet of G
(Allah), as Moses and Muhammad (peace and blessii
uponthem) were. Therefore, Jesus is not like Moses,
Muhammad is like Moses (peace and blessiog upon
them)

Acceptance/rejection of prbpthood by people (mora
success)

Unlike Jesus, Moseand Muhammad were accept
as prophets by their people in their very lifetime. No d¢
theJewsgave endless trouble to Moses and they wand
in the wildernessHe left Egypt following knowledge of
plot to kill him and weh to Medyan, where he wa
welcomed and reassured by JethBut ultimately, the
Jews, as a nation, acknowledged that Moses w
Messenger ofAllah sent to them. The Arabs too, ma
Muhammad's lifderribly difficult for the first ten years ¢
his mission He suffered very badly at their hands deid
his home towrMakkah following knowledge of a plot t
kill him. He went to Yathrib, which was later call
Madinah, after 13 years of preaching in ddkah But

and
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before his demise, the Arab nation as a wholeepied
him as the Messenger of Allah.

On the other hand, Jes{peace be upon himvas not
accepted by the people to whom he was sent. Accordi
the Bible: AHe (Jesus) (
peopler ecei ved him not. o (J
after two thousand years, tosvn peopléd the Jews, as
whole, still reject him.So, from this aspect, Jesus is
like Moses, but Muhammad is like Moses (peace
blessing be upon them)

Confrontation of thermemy

Moses(peace be upon hinencounteed his enemie
(the Pharaohdéds army) who
followers before they could escape to the Red
Muhammad (peace be upon himalso encountered hi
enemies (the pagan Arabs)ho sought to destroy him at
his followers in several bid¢s. No such encounter w
reported in the case of Jeqpeace be upon himOn the
contrary Jesus was reported to have commanten
disciple Simon Peter to put his swoldhckinto its sheath
when he attempted to defend Jeqesace be upon hinat
thetime of his arrest-rom this aspect as well, Jesus is
like Moses, but Muhammad is like Moses (peace
blessing be upon them)
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Victory
Mosesb encounter wi t h

military and moral victory. His enemies drowned, and

Moses(peacebe upon himand his followers were saved.

Muhammaddéds encountasoendedvi

with his final military and moral victory over them. He

and his followers renteredMakkah the city and centre
of plotting against him. Impressed with his bhiuiness

and magnanimity, the great majority of his former enemies

chose to become Muslims and were among his a
supporters. Jesusd victo

rdent
ry

moral victory, which did not involve an immediate

military victory over them athte same timeTherefore

Jesus is not like Moses, but Muhammad is like Moses

(peace and blessiage upon them)

Acceptance

During his lifetime, afterinitial resistance an
scepticismfrom his people, Mosefeace be upon hin

N
was accepted by his people @Prophet not withstanding
:

certain lapses (such as the worship of the golden
Also, after initial resistance, Muhammad W

70. An Israelite was found picking up firewood on Sabbath Day, and M
had him stoned to death. (Numbers 15:36) There are other crime
mentioned in the Bible for which capital punishment was inflicted on the
at the behst of Moses.
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enthusiastically accepted a®eophetand a leaderalsoin

his lifetime. Until the end however, and with the exception

of a few followers, Jesus was rejected by his people
Israelites). The Christian Gospel clearly confirms th
when Jesus was dragged before the Roman Gové
Pontius Pilateand chargedwith sedition, Jesus made

convincing point in his defee to rdute the false charge.

He said,fiMy kingdom is not of this worldf my kingdom
were of this world, then would my servants fight thg
should not be delivered to the Jews, but now is
kingdom not from hence(John 18:39

This convincedPilate (a pagah that though Jesu
might not be in full possession of his mental faculty

(the
is:
BrNof

a

117

at |
my

S
he

did not strike him as being a danger to his rule. Jesus

claimed a spirituakingdom only; he only claimed to be
Prophet. Therefore, Jesus is not like Moses,
Muhammad is lik Moses (peace and blessrge upon
them)

Preservation afeachings

The teachings revealed to Moses were available
written form in his lifetime. TheQu r érevealed tq
Muhammad(peace be upon hinwas written dowrin its
entiretyduring his lifetimeand under his supervision. T
teachings of Jesypeace be upon himhowever, were ng
committed to writing in his lifetime. Even the earli
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Gospel was written down many years after himerefore
Jesus is not like Moses, but Muhammad is like M
(peace and blessiage upon them)

With theseten points of comparisorbetweenMoses,
Jesus and Muhammdgeace be upon himany thinking
persorwill concludethat Muhammadpeace be upon hin
is the prophet referendan Deuteronomy 18:1&9. o]
untome (Moses)

3. Thathe will come from the brothersf the Israelites
the Ishmaelites

Thetwo Prophes, Muhammad and Moses (peace
blessing be upon them), are bottlescendedrom the

brothers of the Israelites. To elaborate, Abralipeace be

upon him) had two wives Sarah and HagaHagarbore
Abraham a son, his first son, Ishm&ehnd thenSarah

bore himlsaac (peace be upon theff)shmael becamE
the

the grandfather of the Arab nation, and Isaac becam
grandfather of the Jewish nation. The prophmiken of
was not to come from among the Jews themselves
from among their brothers, the Ishmaelité#/uhammad

71. See (Genesis 16:15)
72. See (Genesis 21-3)

73.According to theHebrew Dictionary of the Bible fibr et h
Apersonification of a group of
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(peace be upon hina descendant of Ishmael, is indeed

this prophet.

Also, Isaiah 42:113 speaks of the servdhof God,
His "chosen one" ah"messenger” who will bring down
| aw. nHe wi || not falt
establishes justice on earth. In his law the islandspuii
their hope. o (Il saiah 42:

Verse 11 connects that 'chosen one' with
descendants of Kedar. Wheas Keda? According to

a
er

4)
the

Genesis 25:13, Kedar was the second son of Ishmael, thi

ancestor of Prophet Muhammgzkace be upon hinf®

t he |l sraelites. 0 T h ees Bsi thel rethrene df ¢he s

Ishmaelites (e.g. Gen.16:12 & Gen.25:18).

74. The term in Arabic is 'Abd’, which means 'the one devoted in worsh
obeying His commands and shunning what He forbids. As mentioned e
the use of the word 'servant' does imgply that Allah is in need of assistan
or help.
75. The full text in the chapter of Isaiah reads:
Is. 42:38 A Here is my servant, whom
delight; I will put my Spirit on him and he will bring justice to the nations.
will not shout or cry out, or raise his voice in the streets. A bruised re
will not break, and a smouldering wick he will not snuff out. In faithfulnes
will bring forth justice; He will not falter or be discouraged till he establig
justice on edr h . I'n his | aw the islands
the LORD say® he who created the heavens and stretched them out]
spread out the earth and all that comes out of it, who gives breath to its
and life t o t h os,ethe wdRD, hawel cklled oyou
righteousness; | will take hold of your hand. | will keep you and will m
12¢
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The same verse prophesies about dtieoseno n e 6

whose prophetic mission would be to all natiotss fits
only Prophet Muhammadpeae be upon hin whose

mission was to all nations, unlike the Hebrew prophets

whose missions werhe will bring

forth justice to the nations. He will not fail or pe

discouraged till he has established justice in the earth;

thecogt | ands wai t for hi s
cities |lift up their voli

4. God (Allah) will put His wordsin the mouth of this

prophet
Allah the Almighty sent the angel Gabriel to ted

Muhammad(peace be upon hinthe eact words that he

ch

should repeat to the people. The words are therefore no

his own; they did not come from his own thoughts,
were put into his mouth by the angdlo clarify, if a
teacher were to teach a student a language, and if he
him to reador repeat after him what he utters, then wa
he not be putting these unheard words of a foreign to
which he utters into his studéntmouth?

you to be a covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles, to ope
that are blind, to free captives from prison and to release fromuihgedn
those who sit in darkness. | am the LORD; that is my name! | will not giv
glory to another or my praise to

but
aske

uld
ngue

n eyes
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In an identical manner, the words of the HQy r ©

were revealed.

History tells us that Muhammggeace b upon hin
was forty years of age. He was in a cave some three

north of thecity of Makkah It was the 27th night of the
Islamic month ofRamadan In the cave the Archangel

Gabriel commands him in his mother tongu€RA'
which mean®READ, or PROCLAIM , orRECITE!

Muhammadis terrified and in his bewildermenhe
replies that he isunlettered The angel commands him

O
QD

mile:

second time with the same result. For the third time the

angelutters the same commandow Muhammad grasps
that whatis required ohim is to repeatandto recite, and

he repeats the words as treeg put into his mouth:

[Recitein the name of theord who createdHe
created man from a (mere) clot of congealed
blood. Recite and yourLord is most generous.
He taught with the use olfi¢ pen.He taughtthe
human that which helid not know.] (Qu r ®@& n
1-5)

As soon aghe awesomeangel departed, Muhamm
rushedback home,shaking in feaiand sweating all ove
He asked his beloved wife Khadijah to cover him up.
lay down, and sheemaned byhim, calming him down

12¢

-~
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and comforting him When he had regained |
composure, he explained to her what he had seer
heard. She assured him that Allah would not allow
terrible thing to happen to him. During the next twer
three years of hiprophetic life, words wergut into his
mouth' in the same way, and he uttered them. These

(verses) made an indelible impression on his heart
mind, and as the volumes of tlsacred scripture the
Noble Q u r Ygaew, they were recorded on paleaves,
on skins and on the shouldalades of animals, and in t
hearts of his devoted disciples.

The words (revelation) were actually put into

IS
1 ant
any
nty

word
anc

ne

his

mouth exactly as foretold in the prophecy under

di scussi on: Aand | wiol(Deut.

18:18)In a similar quote from John 16:13, Jegpsace be

upon himjpsaysi When the Spirit
guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on
authority, but whatever he hears he will speak A
Jesugqpeace be upon hinforetold thatthe "Paraclete” tg
come after him was one who "shall not speak of him
but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he sp@&ak

As a scholar of comparative religion has said:

Neither the content of the revelation, nor its fo
were of Muhammad devising. Both were given by t

pu

nY

o f
his
S

self,
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angel, and Muhammad's task svanly to repeat what |
heard"®

5. Unlettered Prophet

Muhammad's experience in the cave ofédH{later to
be known aslabalan-Noord the Mountain of Light), anc
his response to that firsevelation is the exadulfiliment
of another Biblical prophecy. In theBook of Isaiah

Chapter 29, verse 2we read: fAand t
to him that is not learned, saying: read this, | pray t
and he saith: Il am not |

It is a well knownfact that Prophet Muhammz
(peace be upon hinwas unlettereq® he could not rea
nor write. He was described in tQeu r asathe unlettere
ProphetQ u r &:45v-158)"° Allah alsosays:

[He does not speak of his own desités no less
than inspiraton sent down to hinHle was taught
by one mighty in powgr(Qu r 63 35H)

76. World Religions from Ancient History to the Presehy Geoffrey
Parrinder, p. 472

77. KIV
78. The wisdom behind this is disgsed in an earlier footnote.

79. The verse already mentioned at the beginning of this chapter.
13C
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6. A new song

Another indication (other than the prophecy
Deuteronomy) is that Isaiah ties the messenger conn
with Kedar withéa new son@(meaninga scripture in &
new language) to be sung to the Lord (Isaiah 421D
More explicitly, theBook of Isaiah mentions'For with
stammering lips, and another tongue, will he speak tq
people.." (Isaiah 28:11) This latter verse correct
describes the "stammering lips" &rophet Muhamma
(peace be upon hinreflecting the state of tension al
concentration, as well asf unfamiliarity, that he went
through at the time of revelation.

7. Revealed in sections

A related fact is that theQu r dwasrevealed i
sections over apan of twentythree years. It is interestir

to compare this with Isaiah 28 which speaks of the g
thing, AFor it I S Do an
onrule;alittteherea | i ttl e there. o

8. Name of God

Deuteronomy 18:19read8 And it shal
that whosoever will not hearken unto My words which
shall speak i n My namdhis
prophecy in Deuteronomy mentioned that this prophet|
speak the words of Gagtarting with thename of God If

h

'9
ame
d

(

he

will
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we look to theQ u r ,owee will find that all its chapters
except Chapter 9, are preceded or begin with the ph
Al n the N@la®, the Most&oadious, the Mo
Merci ful .o

The very first passage of thQ u r drevealed tq
Prophet Muhammagpeacebe upon himreads:

[Recite in the name of your Lord who creatgd.
(Qur 86l

Furthermore]slam also teachgseopleto start almos

U7

rase
St

every actionirtheirdai | 'y | i fe with |th
of Al | ah, Mo st Gracious
accodance with the teachings of tiReophetMuhammad
(peace be upon himn

As mentionedearlier the name 'Allah’ is howHe
refers to Himself in theQu r 6 and how Prophet
Muhammad(peace be upon hialways referred to him.
To say ndin t he faNcearafulfibment k| |
the prophecyi He s hal | sp®ak hiam |
common expressions such Jas
the name of the Fathe®
80. Comment on fithe Fathero: Thi s S
the Bible. Allah says about Himself, {He begets not, nor is He begotter}, and
nothig i s equivalent to Him.} (Qurdan

13z
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Other Biblical Characteristics of Prophguhammad
(peace be upon him

An equally interesting ah most revealing profile g
Prophet Muhammacbeace be upon hims found in the

—n

42" chapter of the Book of Isaiah. Let us examine some of

these characteristics:

9. Theneinwhom Godods 6inaalled tiege |
Gervant of God (V.1), His clecd (V.1) and His
Messenger (V.19)

Translated into Arabic thesétles read: GAbduhu
warasooluhy al-mustda. Surely all prophets were indegd

servants, messengers and electalt#h. Yet no prophet

in history has beencalled universally by these specifi
tittes as Muhammadpeace be upon hirhas beenThe
testimony of faith by which the person enters into the
ofIslamreadsii| bear wi t n exesveorthy of
worship other thanAllah, and | bear witness th
Muhammad is His servant and messeriger

Virtually the same formula is repeated five time
day during the call to prayers, five times a ¢
immediately before the beginning of prayeiga(nal,
nine times a day during the minimum mandatory pray
and several more times if the Muslim perferiadditiona
recommended prayersynnaf. The most common title ¢

fold
at
at

S a
lay

ers,

Df
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Prophet Muhammad(peace be upon himsince his
mission until today isRasooluléh (the Messenger @
Allah). TheQu r @iges him this title. During his lifetim

he was addressed as such bis followers. The

voluminous collections oHadith® are narrated typicall
in these for ms: A | hear d
AThe MessengerHaifdeshribddia the
Qur ass | | aveargdA Is | a bBséesgdm

D

<

-

10. He shallnot fail nor be discouraged till he has set

judgment in the earth (V.4), he shall prevail aga

his enemies (V.13) and shall brimgdgment to the

Gentiles (V.1)

In comparing the lives and missions of Jesus
Muhammad (peace and blessiig upon them)it is clear
that this verse talks about Prophet Muhamr(faehce bé¢
upon hin). To elaborate, in the case of Jedqwsexpresse

d
on more than one occasion how disappointed he was |n the
n

| sraelitesod AlsmjJesas(peacenbe apd
him) was not present long enough to prevail over
enemies (beyond the moral victory, which is comno
all prophets).

81 Hadith (hadeeth) the collected statements and actions of Pro
Muhammad (peace be upon him) that with the Qur'an form the ba
Islamic law

134
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On the other hand, we find no trace of Prof
Muhammadds discour agemen
moments of his mission. In one year his belowdl
supporting wife Khadijah died following 25 years
successful marriage; his uncle Ablalib, who was

het
t

of

instrumental in protecting him from the fury of the pagan
Arabs (in Makkah) also died. These two tragedies were

combined with the fact that his foll@ss constituted only

a small persecuted and tortured group. Under such trying

circumstances, Muhammggeace be upon hinwent to

the city of Taif to invite people to Islam and seek their

support in his struggle against paganism. He was reje
mocked atind stonedintil his knees and feéted. In spite
of al |l t his, he was Inseavi
term,V.4); A O Al | ah! Forgive m
know what theyare doingd was hi s uthe
angel of mountains offered him théance to retaliate b

cted

ear h

y
er

y

destroying their city, he refused in the hope that out of the

descendants of these wicked people would come t
who would worshipAllah, and come they did!

After this bitter struggle, Muhammggeace be upo
himyipr evai |l eids aegmd misd s 0 ,
community of believers w
the Gentil eso, especiall
Empires. Many such Gentiles were guided to Islam W

hose
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ot her s suffered def eat sf

the Gentileso and to the
11.AHe shall not cry, nor
heard in the streeto (

Not only was this a distinct characteristic and mar
decency of Muhammadods, [
of the revelation igen to him. In the words of th@u r 6

[Be modest in your bearing and subdue your
voice. Lo! The harshest of all voices is the voice
of thedonkey] (Qu r 81a19)

[Allah does not love the utterance of harsh speech
save by one who has been wronpé@ur 6 4:n
148)

122AThe |1 sl es shalll wai t 1

The only prophet who came after this prophecy

(l'saiahds ti me) with a ¢
of law was Prophet Muhammdpeace be upon himThe
law revealed to him spread to all corners of taele even
in many remote isinds and to the farthest deserts.

13. 1 Godds qlodr yoewiglilven to

The greatest glory a person receives from @dthh)
is to be entrusted as His messengethtonankindand
receive His glorious revelatiomMNot only did this apply t¢

13¢€
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Prophet Muhammagpeace be upon hinbut it uniquely
applied to him as the laahd finalmessenger and proph
of Allah. TrulyAllahd s gl ory (revel 3

not given and will not be given to another propheéeraf

Muhammad(peace be upon hipas he is théseab of all
prophets like the seal on a letter or message that has
written and folded: nothing further can be added.tt is

already more than 140@ars since Muhammggeace be
upon hin) was sentand theQ u r d@vasrrevealed to him.

Yet we hear of no genuine prophet of the magnitude

and

influence on humanity to be compared with such figures
as Abraham, Moses, Jesus and Muhammad (peace an
blessing be upon them). Nor do we hear about another

postQu r d@agiory or holy book that has influenced

humankindo such a degree.
14. A descendant of Ishmael
This person to come is connected with the Arabs,

specifically with the descendants of Ishmdpéace be

upon him (who settled in Makkah and its enams). Verse
11 to the 4% chapter of Isaiah leaves absolutely no dg
the identity of that prophet.

nLet the wilderness of
their voice, the villages that Kedar does inhabit, let

inhabitants of the rock sing, let thedmosit from the top of

and

v

ubt

the
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t he mountains. o (Il saiah
Genesis, Kedar was the second son of Ish
(Gen. 25:13) . The best pr
descendants is Muhammggeace be upon him His
enemies (who were of his owtan!) who were misled b
their leaders or mighty men (as described in Isaiah 21:
ultimately embraced Islam and were embraced b
|l ndeed they had reason t
praise of God, and fAshou
Consder now this daily calto prayer, hearéround the
world to prayers from every mosquiiahu Akbar!®llah
is the Greatesh!

This Ashoutingd is cha
Muslims from all over the world from Mount Arafat a
other places as parbf the annual rites ofHajj
(pilgrimage).iHer e | am (at Your
am. Here | am. There is no partner with you (in
worship). Here | am at Your service. Verily yours is
praise, the blessings and sovereignty. There is no ps
besi des you (in our worsh

15.He wi I | be sent Aito op
the prisoners from the prison, (and) them that s
darkness out of the pri

13¢
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Many of those who were opposed to the truth jand

fought Muhammadpeace beipon him)bitterly ended ug

among the most devout believers. Their blindness to ftruth

was cured. Those who lived in the darkness of an ur

holy

life came to the light of truth completed through fthe

mission of Muhammagpeace be upon him
No wonder theQu rnbédascribes itself asdight

manifes@ Describing theQ u r ,6AHah addresses Prophet

Muhammadpeace be upon him

[This is a book whiciWe revealed unto you in
order that you may leathumankindout of the
depths of darkness unto light by the leaveheirt
Lord to the way of Him, the exalted in power,
worthy of all praisd.(Qu r &4al)

16.AiSing unto the Lord a
theends of the earthéo (

ne
V.

A new song may be a reference to a new scripture in a

language other than the tmmge of the Israelite

scriptures. This interpretation seems consistent with a
more explicit mention of someone who will be speaking to

peopl e (including t he I
(Isaiah 28:11).

This explanation seems to fit closely with the sesr

(Il'saiah 24:16) which spe

ST

a k
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ends of the eartho. onl vy
this prophecy realized in amazing accuracy. In all enc
the earth, five times every day, the praiséAtbah and of
His last messengeMuhammad(peace be upon himis
chanted from the minarets of hundreds of thousg
perhaps millions, of mosques around the wa
Additionally, frequent praise oAllah and Muhamma
(peace be upon hijmby millions of devout Muslims i
made on daily bas. It is even a part of théve daily
obligatoryprayers to include the praise of Abrahgmeace
be upon him and his descendants and of Muhamr
(peace be upon hinand his descendants.

The 429 chapter of Isaiah is indeed a fascinating ¢
It is not acasual or ambiguous reference to that messe
of Allah who was to come centuries later. It is rathe

comprehensive profile, which fitonly one person;

Prophet Muhammadpeace be upon himAfter all, the
chapter relates this profile to Kedar son stirhael(peace
be upon hiny and no other descendantishmael(peace
be upon him fits this descriptionexcept Muhammad
(peace be upon himn

17. Riding the camel
Prophetlsaiah (peace be upon hiyprophesed that
two leaders whom hemetaphorically called "charios"

14C
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would come, one riding a donkey, and another riding a

camel:fiAnd he saw a chariot with couple of horsemen,
chariot of asses, and a chariotcaimels, and he hearken
diligently with much heed.(Isaiah 21:7KJV)

Who are the "couple of heemen"?

They are Jesus and Muhamn{pdace be upon them

Let usexaminethe proof:

Jesus fulfilled the riding of the donkey prophe
"Jesus found a young donkey, and sat upon it, as
written.0 (John 12:14)

The quote "as it is written" is refergrto Isaiah 21:7,.

It is important to know that nowhere in the N
Testament do we see Jesus riding any camel. Nowh¢
the New Testament do we see dalfilment of any kind
about the prophecy of riding the camel.

When we look at Muhammggeace be upohim), he
rode the cameseveraltimes in his lifetime Perhapshe
mostwell-knownevent of him riding the camel is when
migrated from Mikkahto Madnah to escape the torture
the pagansThenwhen Muhammad rode into Madinah
his camel, theMuslims in Madnah wanted to build th
first Islamic mosque and the Prophet's humhtame nexi
to it. They argued witheach other about thate becaust
each group/tribe wanted the location to be ther
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neighbourhoodSo, toavoichur t i ng an ytbhen e (
Prophet(peace be upon hingavehis camelthe reins so
that it wouldwalk andthen settle atthe location that it
naturally chee. This wisdom from Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon hinsolved the problem.

Now, the open question to any Jewisabbi or
Christianpriest orminister is as follows:

Where in the Bible do we see prophecy about
riding the camel being fulfilled?

Who in the Bible was therpphd that rode the camel
to fulfil the Prophecy of Isaiah 21:7he New Testament
fulfils the riding ofthe donkey prophecy in John 12:14 and
it claims that it fulfiledonly that prophecy. There is stjll
an unfulfil led prophecyregardingriding the camel in th
New Testament.

D

If Prophet Muhammadgpeace be upon hijhwas not
the one who fulfilled the remadler of the prophecy in
Isaiah 21:7, then who was thabphet?

These prophecies in théld and New Testaments
predict in unequivocal terms the advent of Prophet
Muhammad(peace be upon hijrandthe genuinenessf
his prophethood.

14z







